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IN THE LANGUAGE OF THT PIOPLE: AN OBSFRVATION

When, under God, Luther reformed the Church, Le saw to it that worship
in the churches was conducted in the langusge of the reople, It does not re-
quire a great amount of intelligence to sew the correctness of his nosition:
though people may receive an esthetic thrill out of hearing s service chanted
in Latin, they cannot thereby he instructed unless they themeelves nnderstand
what they hear,

Iuther's prineciple needs re-emphasizing and re-sbplicetion also todey.
Sermons may be preached in the language of the lenc =rd s%ill not bo preached
in the language of the people, Though a sermon isg dvgmetically sound and
artisticelly beesutiful, yet, if it is not vreascled in tie language of tha peo-~
ple, it misses the mark, It is nossible to presch s cermon in English that
will not be well understood just as it is nossidle to presch one in Latin that
will be little understood,

There are some, of course, who suppose tast it regquires unusual words to
express unusual thoughts, who assume that depth of thought requires involved
linguistic form for its proper expression, Thet is an =lmost childish idea; it
is the high school pupil who tskas his ™hegaurug™ and searches for "jawbreckerg®
to be used in the place of well-lmowmm words, A corollary of this mistesken ides
is this: When you heer a seimon preached in gsimple, everyday Fnglish, it does
not contain much depth of though*, And the corollary is just as untounded es
the theorem., The languags of Scripiure itself is an exemvle of the fact +that
the deepest of thoughts can be pait into the simplest of language. E.g., "God
was manifest in the flesh”., The humen mind eon think nothing "deeper™ than
that, and yet the words could not be zimnler,

It was, we are told, a »rofessor ot the 0ld Luther College wko, when he
was speaking of Ralph Weldo Emerson, said that there may be two reasong for
which one cannot see the bottom o & river: 1) The river may be deep; 2) the
river may be muddy. Involved and complicated English is no guarantee that the
thoughts behind it are deep,

It is easier for a thorough-going Lutheren pastor to preach a sermon the
lenguage of which eoes over the hegad of a great part of the congregstion than it
ig for him to preach one which sll can understsnd, For him it requires mnre
gkill end peinsvaking cere and more artistry to presch in the language of the
people than it dces Lo spesk in the lansgusge of the theologien, One who six days
of the week brovwuee around in the works of Lhe great theologiens will not find it
eagy to clothe those same sublime thoughts in the renguage of the people when ha
is in the pulp’*t on JSundav. But that is his epssienment, end to that end he must
work., Rocently the editor of "me Christian Parent™ wrote that when the averags
pastor supnc3izs thet he has made his lenguage zirnle, just at that point the
simplification rmust begin; it vould seem tha* the editor ig nearly right, i# noi
altogether so

The example for the Lutheran minister must ever be the Lord Jesus Himgelf,



Who certainly did speak in the lenguage of the people, Jesus is Himself the
answer to those who supposs that spesking in the language of the peovle is syn-
onymous with becoming cheap and sensstional. To put the thoughts of God into
the language of the people -~ that is the very thing for which we are called as

pastors.
~-~ S, Dorr

ANNOUNCEMETS

"The Board of Christisn Elementarv Education hes a number of school-desi:s
which are available for any school of cur Synod thet nay need them, There 14
also a set of maps (with stand) on the Eaploretiong s Discoveries., Anyone
interested please write to --- C.M:;Cullerud.®

"The Finance Committee asks ALL Synodicai Bosrds to submit the estinetes of
thelr respective finsncial needs to them b the‘giﬁJgflgfggggggg." M.®. Tweit,

Under the date of Sept. 6th, we received the fo"lowing ccmmunication “rom

the Rev, H.A. Preus: "Last night we had ¢ rongrogsticor meeting nore st whish
they resolved 58 to 34 that I chould terrisate IV fervieel of pastor hers Jct. 1,
1944; but they would pay my salary up to Jan.i, 1¢45. o thet g Loa things stamd
he re now, Some of our men talked of starwirg a S nod misaicn, That remains
to be seen,n

OUR Bethanv College

A card from Dr, Ylviseker gives the fo.l g mivlaastion: "The enroll-
ment now stands at 144, counting those L. o7 less Jee” D74 e eTe sure will come,
We heve managed to buy beds finally, =nd mose ¢ the othal furniture that we
need will gradually be on hand, The sesson 15 eti. . Soc Lusy to break the abovse
figure down by synods and states.® (We *o»e "o te abie tn precsrt that more
complete picture next time, - 3d.) (Ws acver “houghi thet we would see the day
when the Pres, of Bethany would Jreszd ty a4 soulteationa from csulents coming
in too great a volume, but the fact of “he maiter is iiet we 4idr - Ed,)

Your editor was present a- the opening exo.cises of the new gchool-year
and humbly submits a brief recsome of the Opening devertico. The ssme was con-
ducted by Pres, 8.C, Ylvisaks» zrc ves heasd orn ioge Matthew'g oft repeated word,
"That the Scriptures mighi “e fuviilled® —-- Gn the besis of every word znd act
in the O0.T. Christ had to and rict do +h’s or thst at the time of His manifesta-
tion....However, the Bible spe=is not onlv of Christ, hut also of us,

The Bible spesks of usg ss slrrs,  I% picturss the ideal end the weak
Christien., The picture of *he ilea: fmibles 3. ,..5H8 who has faced Seripture
and cen still be proud does no* know Serirture, end that is ell.

But, when the Bible epecks of %he weal Garistien - then we are at home.

It lists a long catalog of giar, eing or which believers hsve been guilty.... It,
however, urges the sinner to repent - when we belicve, *hen we are elong in full-
filling the promises Of Scripture, as receiving the Forgiveness of our SinSes..
Furthermore the Bible describes the Christisn not only as one who will sin, but
also as one who will bat®le sgeinst sin snd bring forth other fruits of faith,

Finally, through faith we are promised a most blessed end..,.Bgthany ex-
ists to teach that the Scripture might be fullfilled in that respect.,..As at
that first Betheny, =o let us Lere be eager %o learn - that the Scripture might
be fulfilled in =21d emong us,

At the close of the opening gervice, Tress, M. Galstad announced that in
the days just »revious %o the opening of the scrovi-yzar the last of the Batheny
bonds had heer ;etired. Thns, Bethany is uow reallr and wholly our own. To +hig
Dr. Ylvisals: aptly resporded; "The promises of Gud stand fulfilled before our
very eyas,"

To heve L=en able to acquire, under God's Vlessing, such en institution in
a relatively short period of 16 years and to hzive mace it one of the finest Chrisg-
tian schocls in the country (the best in its field) is indeed m cause for re-
rejoicing end thanksgiving to God. May the blessings of God which attended that
bold venture of faith be with us and Our Bethany slso in the future!
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ANOUNCHIEN TS

GENERAL MIXED CONFERINCE OF MINNESOTA Nov,3, 1944, 9:30 A.M. in St, Paul's
Sehool Auditorium, New Ulm, Minnesota, to disecuss problems of LUTHERAT UNION with
Drs. Belmken, Fritz and Grasbner. Immediste snnouncement of your intended ores-
ence or absence to either Rev, Hinnanthal or Rev, Ristow is imperative, --- W.H,
Boumen, E,R. Gemm, M,H, Otto - Con,

NOTICE TO PASTORS OF THE i{ORVECIAN SYNOD ~ The Wheet Ridge Seals Cempaiegn
is on, This year, as lest yesr, we are conducting this work of cherity on the
DIRECT-BY-MAIL PLAN. It has proved to be quite satisfectory, Undoubtedly, you
have ell received a MFTHERIAL REQUEST CARD, Will you plzase £ill in the smount
of materiels you think your congregetions will need, and gend the cerd to the
undersigned? Please send remittence to Treasurer Martin Galsted, Northwood,
Towa ~--- NOT to the undersigned. We shall appreciete bromnitness, Thank You =ew
Rudolph Honsey, Secarville, Iowa,

A fellow-pestor writes: "What are our Pastors end Congregations doing a-
bout the Bethesda, Waten fown Building Fund? If we should want to send some une-
fortunates there, it would come with poor grace, if we did not do any thing to
help them expand their facilities,"

BOY SCOUTS, AMFRICAN LEGION, ete,

"The applieation of the following Bibliecsl prineiple must in every eass
decide the issue: A Christian should not affiliste with sny religious organiza-
tion which either is decidedly entichristien or whieh, though Christisn, denies
ecertain truths of the Bible and in which a Christian is expected to have relig-
ious fellowship with vericus kinds of religionists." - Fritz, Pastorsl Theol, De
229, --~ Com, of Northwest Pastoral Cpnf,

SOME HITHFR AND YONS

According to the Oc¢t,l0th issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS the Missouri
Synod is contemplating the gathering in of 5 million dollar Peaceo Thenk-Offering
at the cessation of hostilities, Proportionately our Synod raised far more in
its recent Jubilee Thank-offering, However, could not slso we consider ways and
means of rsising a similar offering? Sey ah amount between 30 end 40 thousand?
With Bethany Collegs having a record-nigh enrollment the time is here that we do
more than just think about enlarging end expending our facilities there. The
need of s boys' dormitory snd some kind of musie hall is slready urgent, Further-
more have we any reason to believe that the enrollment will be smeller after the
war? Betheny has proved itself., Let us now give it the tools to work with, —--
BEd. (Perhaps we are meddling into affairs that sre not our business, yet now is
the time to do some planning, even if your editor haes to stick his neck out to
start the ball rolling,)

This bulletin®s future depends entirely upon the supvort of those who ro
it, It began es a sort of experiment back in 1940 snd has appesred rather rega-
larly ever since. The pastors have voted to continue its publicetion; they hava
peid the subseription price; they cen help matters along by eontributing articles
and items of interest and worthy of note in order to get their money's worth, -
Let's keep it growing until it resches the provortions of thet Theological naga-
zine towards which we are striving, --- Hd,



Student Registration - BATHANY LU AT JLLAGE

Mo, Norv. Wige, B
Grade Total Boys Girls Synod Svnoa g S n0d
Xiv 16 2 14 7 7 1 1
X111 32 4 28 25 5 2 8
TOTAL
Jr. Gollg 48 6 42 52 12 ] 1
X1t 21 6 15 7 10 3 1
X1 16 7 9 6 6 2 2
X 28 6 22 13 12 2 0
X 32 16 16 11 15 5 1
TOTAL
HoS. 97 35 62 14 4 12 4
GRAND
oML M5 4 1o &9 56 15 5
Junior College Department High School Depsriment
Boys. [ 4 » * L ] * » L[] * 2 6 BOYS [ ] * [ . L] L) L[] QSS
Girlsqcpi(ol|t42 Girls........62
Missouri Synod., . . . .32 Missouri Swvnod , , .37
Norwegisn Synod , ., . .12 Norwegian Synod, , ,44
Wisconsin Synod . . , ., 3 Wisconsin Synod, , ,12
Qutside Synd, Conf, ., , 1 Qutside Synd. Coni , 4
Total Fnrollment, , . .48 Totasl Enrollment ., ,97
From Minnesota, « o . .24 From Minnesots , . .74
From Wiscongin, ., . . . 6 From Illinois, , . , 4
From Illipnois , . ., , ., 8 From Wiscongin , , , 5
Frorm Iowa « « o o o 6 o« 7 From Iowae o o » o o 7
From S, Dakota., , o« + . 2 From N,DeKee « o o o 2
From Washington , . . . 1 From S. Dak, + + o+ , 1
From Washington, , . 1
From Michigen, . , . 2
Total number of students . . ., 145 From Massachusetts , 1
Totel number of boys , . . . 41
Total number of girls , , 104
Total from Missouri Synod, 69
Total from NORWEGIAN Synod 56
Total from Wisconsin Synod 15 Total in Junior College Department ;48
Total outside Synd. Conf . 5 Total in High School Department ., 237
Total from Mianesota , ., ., 98 TOTAL ENROLIMENT , o » « . . 145

Totael from IZowa , .
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L4
*
*

Totel from Wiscongin ., ., , 11

Totsl from Illinois. ., . . 1z { =--By courtesy of Prof, J.We Klotz,
Total from 8. Dekota . . . 3 ! Refgistrar, who reports thet a girl
Totel from N. Dekota , . . 2 i from Towe, Mo, Synod is exnected to
Total from Michigsn, . . . 2 | enter the 14th grade, making it 1486,
Total from Washington. . . 2 H

Total from liassachusetts , 1 i

—-———nn——-a—&n—-

It reguires more faith =nd courage to sey two wc?ds face to fo - - -
one single sinner then from the vulpit to rebuke two o three thouse . Fy

to listen to everything, - on condition of forgetti:-: -. (A noted w.4
preacher, )
No sermon is of eny velue or likely to be us - -hrigh hag r~ ! -

three R's in it: ruin by the fall, redemption by Chi.ev . 44 Yegen=s. . ,rn
by the Holy Spirit, (Rylend)
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FROM THE TREASURFR'S OFFICE

WHEAT RIDGE seals money is to be sent to the Synod's treasury. Please bunch
these contributions in order to save work for us, Driblets of 50¢ eath require
as much work as a total remittance of $50,00.

THAT RESERVE FUND. One.of the finest ways to build it up is to keep up con-
tributions to the Synod Fund, That way the Synod Fund will Tinally be able tofe
the $3,200 worth of notes we still owe ; and when that is done we will have g &
$5,000,00 surplus in War Savings Bonds in the Jubilee Fund, plus their accrued
value due to the interest. :

SYNOD FUND, This fund hes been suffering of late., To be sure it does not
need =0 much money as formerly, but it needs more then it is gstting now, {The
editor here takes the liberty to refer the resders to an item written on this sub-
Ject just three years ago, - see Vol, I, No,4, Wov,17, 1941 of this Bulletin),

MIMORIAL GIFTS. We resolved once not %0 say snother word about not printing
all the nmmes of all the donors, but right now we are buried under such a flood
of nemes that we cannot refrain. Brethren, all these nemes do not have news
value for the whole Synod, Why not print the name of the deceased only together
with the smount end the purpose of the memorial wresth? In the ¢ase of the
florsl wreath we give at a funersl we don't even post theprice of it, much less’
the 1ist of those whose querters snd dimes purchased ite (Itelics bykd, ~--~Yesg,
if you must, give the name of the surviving wife or husgband, or the nemes of the
ehildren., Then lump the rest as relatives or friends or ncighbors,

Do you know how much time it takes the auditors to plow through all thess
names? In most cases "plow" is the word, for they are usually s maze to put in
order before sny man cen read them. Last yesr every error uncovered by the sudie
tors, except one (and that was e printer's error), was made in the maze of Meme
erial lists. Auditor Handberg said ne would try to get the audit back to us in
November. Spyme of you may have en idea what this audit would eost if we should
hire someone to do it et auditors' rates, Let us have merey on the suditors, at
least, for they do this service gratis, --- And your treasurer is also guite alone
about the responsibility for readying the ola people's home for occupsncy. Sim-
plifying memorial lists would help him out on time; a2t present they are the cause
of neerly half the work of being treasurer, --- I, Go

EXPLANATION REVISION
Your committeec appointed by the President (R. P«45), J.A. Petergen snd M,
Gelstad, esks that all suggestions be sent to the secretery, the second-named
member. At opresent it is our understending thet no grest revision is planned,
but only minor chenges end improvenents. Please write soon,

A$6400 SUGEGESTION
We tried it, and we pass it on: Use C. August Hordt's article, " Fellowship
with God", in the August 1944 C,T.M. for a series of four or six sermons on FELIOW
SH IP, using chapter 4 of Ephecians for texts, Verytimely end to the point is
this study of "Koinonia"™. And people love sermons in ssriss, ---M,Galstad,

¥ TF

I preach as never sure t0 preach agein and as a dying men to dying men. -
{Baxter)



The NEW ULM MZEETING

The Sentinel will carrv ithe officisl revor’, submitted by the secretary of
that meeting snd spproved bv tha comnifttee on : » roients, But there are a few
side-lights which might be worthv of a little s ace,

The "Doctrinal Affimmation® hss been snuroved only by the SUB-committee of
the A.L,Ch Commigsioa snd the Missouri Swnod Com, on Doctrine’ metiers., The Mo.
Svnod is asking its members to do the seme thiiw the ALCh ssks of its own - to
ciiticize, approve, or disepprove of the "Affirmation®, Thus Dr, Fritz slso com-
men_ted, "if you think some clerification is needed, bring it."There was evidence
en ough given to show that the Mg.Synod Com. hes in the nest listened to such
sonstructive criticisms, And, we onght not forget thet this doecument is not in
its final form or wording; therefore, now is the %ime to sugrest chenges, etc,

Why not the Brief Statement alone? According to Dr. Fritz, becsuse the Mo,
Sénod itself in 1938 had decided on more then the Brief Statement ss s doctrinsl
besis for future church fellowship {as, revort of Com, # 16, action of Svnod, ete),
The "Doctrins)l Affirmetion® is, then, more or less a combination of all these
things, including the A.L.Ch "Declsration", i.e. one document conteining all the
points of these other documents snd reports; the Mo, Syn, com. meintaing that it
has not yielded e single point of the truth in favor of error., Unless we heve
evidence to the contrary we ought to believe Dr., Frit2ts remark that the Mo, Svwnud
men and those of the A.L.Ch were not so pressed that they had to state things so
thet both sides ecould sgree to it, He pointed out several times that the singular
or plural form, the absence or prezsence of the article, a particulsr adjective,
ete. that none of these things had@ occasioned sny argument ot all in the drafting
of the "affirmetion”, TIn this connection Dr. Fritz asked the assembly to think
of IUthersn UNITY rather then UNION; unity is what we wsnt first,

This New Ulm gathering should move those who were there to go home and
eerefully to study the whole matter through from beginming to end. We can all
obtein the document now; it would be a tragedy if we would not study it nor offer
our eriticisms, our spnrovel or disespurovel to the Unidn Committee. Now is the
time to act, before the documsnt is put into its final form ~nd wordingl

Concerning preverfellowship - the 1941 Svnodicel Conference snpoke sgsinst
joint nprever at me-tings like the A.L.Ch-lo, Syn. gstherings., It hed been main-
tained thet praying with others of s different faith was preyerfellowchin snd was
forbidden in Serinture, Others hold that vraverfellowship end joint vreyer are
noet the ssme thing; elso, thaet one can meke no rule to or not to prey with others,
Now the LIFTHERAN STANDARD (ALCh) comes slong end says "the Missouri Synod did of-
ficislly approve of joint vrsyer at intersynodical conferences of Luthersn pestors"
{in 1944 -Sasginew), It would appesr, then, that Sgginew did after ell meke a
rule "to"; et lemst, so those outside onr eommunion seem to understand it, {Dr,
Behnken led ths disenssion on this point),

In regard to publicity on Lutheran Union matters, Dr. Grascbner reported that
of the 132 artieles on this subject in the WITHESS in the 1939-42 period, 70 of
them were in defense of strict doetrine or a reprovel of unionism., When we remem-
ber thet some things are given preferance over others becguse of their value as
news we cen understand a fow of the things thet heve lohg been troubling us in
matters of publicity, The cditorisl staff tries +to follow the exsmvle of Dr.
Walther who wished to Tecognize ss meny as orthodox as pogsible, to be friendly
towaerd other Luthersn bodiec becsuse they were Lutheran, If, then, sny such body
does meke some imvrovement thet fact will be mede pnblie, beceuse it is news: but
if we keep in mind thet wh~t we heer »s news is not =lwevs the whole storv, we
might be nble to keep ourszlves on & somcwhet even keel., Unfortunstely, the time
et this meeting was much too short to give this subject the thorough discussion

end siring it merited, --- M.H, 0tto {21l ~dditione =nd corrections will be prin-
ted in forthcoming issuce, providcd the reedcrs asubmit th-ir ropraisels too),
IR 10 4, -

Peper read at the Madison-Chicego Pnstorsl Conf., Oct. 1944 on THE DOCTRINE OF
THE CALL; to the Ministry; to Auxilisry 0ffices; Ordinstion. AM, Harsted, the
euthor of sa2id paver, hos hed it mimeographed and herewith offers it to all who
are interested (7 prges, single-spnced) - for 10¢ in sdvence - vostpeid, =-- Ad,
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The following is part of s mission essey delivered recently at & cireuit
meeting in Northwoed ~ by N,S. Tiemagel ---

A% the outset we must conregs that estsblished congrogations have not always
had the easgerness that they should have shown in suwporting mission stations in
their own cities and communities, There has not always been the fecling of re-
spengibility that congregations oupht to feel toward the work near them, A true
missionery spirit will resdily rectify thisg shorteoming,

A glance into the booklet, "Thy veople shall be willing", which was prepared
for our Jubilee anniversary, shows that in the work of home missions we have truly
accomplished much, under God's guidance, during the first 25 years of our history,
But there has been a certein lack of eohesion =nd direction in our work,...Growing
in experience, we heve stumbled along somehow, and haie done a grest deal in sn»ite
of a lack of direction, and without a definite policy.

One of our problems is posed by the fset that there sre a number of smell
congregstions in our Synod which cennot be vonsidered fields for mission work. We
heve gone on year after year supporting those congregsiions out of misasion funds.
They sre congregetions which are not large cnough 1o support a psstor elone, and
which offer no prospect of becoming self-suvporting, snd offer no prospect of
missionary growths.,. 1t hardly seems proper to solicit funds from our people for
mission work, end then to use that money in locations where there are no mission
opoortunities,.,, If we are to continue to support such stations indefinitely,
then perhaps a sapport fund should be establighed, so that mission funds can be
used for mission work and not merely for charity,

Another problem has grown out of the fact that in psst yesrs it would appear
that.,,.in their enthusiasm S, nodicel officisls have sometimes urged greater loans
on congregations than they could hengle,,.. Excessive debts have slso, doubtleass,
had the effect of meking new members reluctent to join a congregation carrying an
excessive debt, Thc final result has sometimes becn a lack of a proper feeling of
responsibility of congregations toward their debt,

The statistics on our finsncial dealings in some missions would suggest that
& good policy might be thet the S,nod, after having with greet ¢are determined that
a proposed field is suitasble, build a chapel for the proposed mission congregation
out of mission funds, snd permit the nev mission station to proceed from there on,
Thet the new congregetion be urged to do its utmost to support its pastor, snd to
meke provisions on ita own for enlerging their plece of worship when the time comes,

There will still remesin sn emnle field for service on the pert of our Church
Extension Fynd. But thet Fund should be kept o revolving loen fund. To thst end
no loan should be mede thet is lerger then it ias reesenable to expect'that the
econgregstion can repsy., It is my opinion that it should be a settledpclicy not
to loan sny amount in excess of, say, one hundred dollars per communicent member,
ese Thée matter of!losns end subsidies to mission congregations are so closely
conmected that we believe s duplicetion of effort could be avoided if these loans
and subsidies were made by the same Synodical body, The Mission Board is in po-
ssession of the facts in regerd to any field...,., The Synod should give careful
consideration to the suggestion that has been made before (1944 Conv, ---Ed.)that
the Ch, Ext, Com, be dissolved and its duties sssumed hy the Home Mission Besard,
{Condensed by E4d,) - - - -

Undoubtedly, there are papers and the like frombther cirecuit meetings and
gectional conferences whieh ought to be worth reeding by all., Their suthors are
hereby invited to condense them sufficiently ond to send them to your editor who
will gledly do his parfnmaking it possible to have their contents studiesd,

* ¥ bkl % *

Let us watech our heart and not regesrd the fact that we are preachers of the
Gospel as proof positive of our own salvetioni Let us not be ike the scaffoldinz,
which is useful in dbuilding the house, but is afterwsrds ta#e# down snd cast as*ie;
~-~{Author unknown)
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ARE WE BOLD ENOUGH TO GIVE OUR CHILDRIN
A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION?

This is a topic that has been given much space snd time in recent years,
but how much have we accomplished? At the risk of repeating what hss bsen ssid
before, snd perhaps better itoo, we shall give it a litile more space,

In the first place, it is getting to the point where the publie schools are
foroing us to educate our children under our own euspices. The State is help-
less when it comes to tesching the child to respect its elders and authority in
general, We ourselves have seen how, within a few months after it entered a
consclideted school, & child has become most disrespectful and worldly, The
reason -~ the secular schoole lack the mesns, namely, the Gospel of a Savior born
to set the sinner free, to inculeete Christian attitudes, to build Christien
character, and to foster Christian ideals,

But you say, "We ere not asking the State to instruct our children in
Chrisetisn orincinles,™ Thet is just the voint. If our children are not receiv-
ing en educetion thet furthers their growth in Christien knowledge end in Chris-
tisn living, they hsve no business in that kind of school, The fact of the mat-
ter igs that the public gchool of today is gradually giving our children an une
Christisn, yes anti-Christien, treining, For exsmple, a local teacher in Hiastory
recently stated that she herself did believe thet the earth osme inte being by
falling off from the sun and that the earth was milliong of years old; wa tfhe
higtory-text stated; yet, she told her olgss to give the enswer supplied by their
text in their exemination, Even principles asre sacrificed in such tesching, How
then can e child come to respect ite teachers, the superintendents of edueetion,
or his government, when his teachers don't show him how? #

Purthermore, publie schools do teach religion, During these last weeks
before Christmas the children have been learning hymne and earols, interspersed
with secular nonsensieasl rhynies and recitations, The religious parts are taught
them without comment ~ something every one of us wouldn't even think of in his
instruction classes, DBesides, the religious end secular features are put on a
par., Agein we esk, how ezn such children learn the true value of things and
their reletion to matters spiritual with sueh progrems?

"It ig time for = chenge", also in the field of Christisn edueestion, The
c¢hildren in msny schools todey don't even leern how té study, yet they mensage to
.be promoted ennuelly - the curse of an accredited school system, But the worat
feature of letting the publiec school trein our children is that they ere given
the impression thnt religion, Christimmity if you will, ias but n one~day-m-week
affeir, And, may God heve mersy on us for esusing th:.m to come to thet cenclue
sien! We cen preach till doom's doy that £ child's religious tmsining is <the
most importent pert of his education, but we shrll get nowhere hHeseuse we in
practice deny what we presch,

# See the Dec, issue of the CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY for o review of C.H.
Meehlmen's "Sochool end Church: the Ameriesn Wey", . Thaw is the philesephy we
must eontend with in public-supported institutions,
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Congider also that the achools are -taking up most of the after-school
hours too, How often does it not havpen thet a Yonn2 Pev le = meeting, or a
Sunday School Teachers' meeting, or some other gervice or -2 «.ng, must be changed
because the publio school has something to ksep the young vecole away? And the
ehildren in the grades are getting to be affected as much asg those in high achool,
gspecially in country charges,

Consequently, end in view of gll this, it is only o full-time Christien Day
3chool that can solve our nroblems, The fect that a few children here and there
turn oult "bad" although they attended a Christian school is no more reason to ac-
cuse the system than to call all bankers "crooks" or all doctors "quacks" just
because an occagional one is =)\ embezzler or a fake, Only in a Christian Day
school can a child learn the truth, even in seculer things; only in sueh a school
is everything terught, not in addition to, but in the light of God's Word; only
in such a school can it learn t0 apply the Word of God to every condition in life;
only such a school that is Christisn throughout can give our children an eduecation
in and governed by Christian principles; only such a school can teach them common
decency, honor snd respect. Surely, that is the kind of school every one of us
wents for his own children snd for those of his congregation,

0f eourse, such a school cannot be established over night, Thet takeas much
thought end planning, It seems to us, however, that this is where most of us
stop, because just thinking about it frightens us. Now, if we would go just one
step ferther - pray over the matter and ask the Lord to bless us with wisdom and
guidence from on High snd then go to work - then we are quite sure of the final
outeome --- we'll have such a Christian school,

Now is the time to do our postwar pletning; so we are told, Mueh of ours
ought to be centered ebout the Christian education of our children, Nor do we
mesn elementary schooling only. 1If even, or perhaps it is esvecially, the High
schools of todey are more snd more and more leading our children away from their
apiritual morrings, we must include something for them too in our planning, Why
cannot a central grade snd high school be established in different localities to
whieh the congregations in the vicinity can send their children for a thorough
Christian training from beginning to end for time and eternity? Our children
in the country are 1n many places already being trasnsvorted to town schools by
bug, S0 that will be nothing new, And, we know of places where it works, for
exemple, our own school in Parklend, Wash., In thet particuler instence children
must travel 12 miles and more out of Tacoma} and 12 miles in the city is farther
then 12 miles in the open country,

The trouble with too many of us is that we are too timid, too afrsid to
take God at His Word, where jie promises that what we do and ask in Highame shall
receive His blessing. If we pastors do not take the lead in this, if we our-
gelves don't dare put our implicit trust in what we know is a God-pleasing under-
taking, we certainly cannot expect our peonle, whom we are supposed to lead, to
do so,

Until such time as we are able to institute 2 full-time course of Christian
eduecetion, we must meke the best possible use of the reeilities we have, The
Concordia Publighing House Sunday School lessons fill the need gquite well, as
they heve sn assignment for every day of the week, Yet, at bemt, the Sunday
School, even when supplemented by Soturdsy instruction, is but a makeshift asgeney,
The Christisn Day school may not be a divine institution, but it eertainly is
the best means yet devised for the indoetrination of our children. Until we
have tried it, we cennot well ergue ageinst it,

A FAITH thet will dere to trust the Lord's promises, that is bold enough
to venture out with nothing but His Word to go on, that faith will find e wey to
golve the problem ~ it shall not be put to sheme,

- M. H. Otto
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ON LISTING OF NAMES OF CONTRIFJuC . in & .1 VEL

We underscore every word of our Treasurer on the first p.ge of the last
issue of the Clergy Bulletin; it is something which has irked us for a long time,
Tt hes been our observation in the lo¢al NLCA Church that all hames {and often
the amounts) of those who bring memorisl gifts ere publicly reed in the funeral
gervice; we have good resson to believe on the besis of what we ourselves have
geen there that thet is about the only time some people give, when theﬁgublicly
get credit for it,

And to show how far thet cen g0 --- At a funeral service in our ehurch sev-
eral yesrs ago we reed no names (we never do), and sent our synodieal Treasurer
the gross sum and the list of the various purpose for which the memorisl gifts
had been designated., For months people in our neighborhood (members of the NLCA)
wondered why Ebenezer Home and other places ned not sent them & special "thank
you" card for their donation (in some cages ror less then a dollar top). The
charges brought against our congregation by the grape-vine were not pleasant. In
fact, our Synod Treasurer was himself drawn into the sguabble, Now, it is that
kind of pharasaism we do not want to foster, The: bereaved femily can be given
a detailed list; they can maks the proper acknowledgements, etc,, 80 nO one need
be overlooked. But why in the name of all thet is decent pnd orderly should
nemes of donors (and many times they are such as otherwise have no love for our
Synod) be read st funersls or vrinted in our church papers? God help our Synod
if the support of our people depends on whether their nemes appeear in the offieisl
orgens or not whenever they meke e contribution}

The last issue of Sentinel (Nov, 272+th) contains slmost three full pages
of names and dollars and eents, If memory serves us right, glmost & full column
was needed to acknowledge & sum of about 475, To us it cheepans the apvearance
of our otherwise remerksble little papers, The faet thet it has always been done
go ‘is no argument for it at all., With the cost of paper end printing going up
elmost daily we ought to reserve sueh space for timely snd ifstrmetive articles, /
1If we pastors teke the lead in meking a change we should not find it such a diffi-
cult problem, Aclkmowledging receipts of congregetiong, and gresa figures for
Memorisl Gifts is in order end proper. Why not let it go at that?

~-« M.H, Otto
(Ed, note: perhsps some of the remarks made will appeer uncalled for, or that
the writer is trying to "reform" the Synod., However, we will be frenk enough to
say that such are our opinions, If enyone is of a different opinion, let him
apeek his mind too; but let him send it in so that others may get the bemefit of
it, TIn that connection, there was nothing else on hand, 30 we had to make the
best of the situstion by supolying something.)

- - - -— -~ - L]

PAPER. SHORTAGE -~ In 1943 the lergest grant of book paper to a religious
book publisher was 367 tons to the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of the
Tehovah's Witnesees Cult, In contrast the Americen Bible Society received 72
tons. - Revelation (Quoted in "The Minnesota Gideon News Bulletin™)

With three things the preacher must preach: with his heart, with his lips,
snd with his 1ife, His life must prove whst his mouth speeks, end his mouth
must spesk what his heert believes, ~-{H, Mueller)

God grant all our readers as - blessed Chrisimas through the knowledge thet
a Savior has beem born to free us and our people from their sins., May His Holy
Spirit touch our hearts end lips so thot we may impart to our ligteners the gled
tidings of this saving Gospel. - (Fd.)
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THOSE STATISTICAL REPORTS AGAIN

The statistieal blanks heve been mailed to all our psstors, and the
Secretary devoutly hopes that they will all be returned in due time., Kindly
try to fill in all the rubrics, so that our annual report may be moTe complete s
end remember that "Contributions for Homf£Purposes™ includes all sums raised for
lo_cal purposes by the congregation and its societies --- also the Festival
offerings, which are a part of the pastor'a selary; and thet for "Outside Pur-
poses™ includes all sums sent to various missions by the congregation and its
societies --~ Wheatridge, Syn. Conf, missions and charities, ete,., The Secre-
tary recognizes that it is sometimes a pretty tough proposition to get all these
facts and figures. But let "per aspera ad astra" be our motto, and we will get
there somehow!

==~ Geo, 0, Lillegard

ESSAY ON CHURCH AND SYNOD

The paper read before last summer's Pastoral Conference on "Church and
Sy.nod" has now been mimeographed; extra copies may be had st or from the Luth-
eran Synod Book Co,, Mankato, Minn, The Conference ordered this essay mimeo-
grophed in order that all members might study it and be prepasred for the fur-
ther discussion of this topic at our next summer?s Conference,

== Geo, 0, Lillegard

FROM THE PUBLICATIONS' COMAITTEE

Under the date of Dec. 15 the following announcement was received with
th_e request that it be printed here:

The Publications' Committee met last Tuesday. They resolved that pestors
should be urged to promote in their congregetions the plecing of s cony of
"Grace for Grace" in the hends of every catechumen, as a gift or otherwise, and
to use said book for study to learn sbout our Synod, And it is elsc urged that
"Grace for Grace" be used as e text book by students at Bethany College, so
that they learn to lmow our Synod,

=~- H,A, Preus, Seec,

{Incidentelly, the Rev. Preus hes prepared a concise, faetual, end to-the-
point history of the Calmar Luthcrsn ChurcH from 1920-1944; it consgists of but
two pages, and he msy have some left for those interested, --Ed,)

ANNOUN CEMENT

If & pastor will drop a card to one of his Congressmen he may ask that he
send him free of charge 3 large Vols, callcd "Religious Bodies - Statisties,
History, Doetrine, Organizetion, end Work", Put out in 1936 end obteined through

Dept, of Commeree (Bureau of Census),
~-= (, Hanson

CONGRATULATIONS
to Rev, and Mrs, T.N. Teigen on the birth of a daughter last December 19thy



PARKLAND, WASH.
(OR, News from a gongregation about which we may know very little ~-w-e-we—ae )

The Parkland Ev, Lutheran Church showed its eagerness for a new church
building by offering $871,60 at the recent Chrisimas Festival Service, In 1944
the local building fund grew from $1300 to $8300 cash, The latter figure includes
the receipts from the sales of two properties owned by the congregation, $1550 and
$3200, The new site for the church, 200X300 feet was purchased for $1000; it is
gituated on the South West corner of the 19 acre "Harstad Estate', Thse Rev, A,M.
Harstad graciously offered to exchange a corner frontage of 100X300 feet on the
Mountain Highway for a like-gized piqce of land facing East,

$1000 was placed in the 1944 budget for the Building Fund, but $2250 cems in,
This in spite of the fact that the congregation oversubscribed Synod by $200 (i.e,
according to Communicant membership) and raised the Concordia School allotment to
$1250, besides the loeal expenses and sslaries, The total year's budget smounted
to $5496,20, end by God's grace this smount wes raised,

NuB, - Brethren, these facts are not stated to blow "our horn", nor to lord
it over others, but to ask you to rejoice with the members of the Parklsnd Con-
gregstion in the spirit of Paul,

Eight adults were instructed and admitted into the congregation during the
past year, Norwegisn, German, Scotech, snd Iyish - Catholic, Baptist, Methodist,
Christien, Lutheran and no faith were represented in this group. Six of the
eight became acquainted with our Church through the Christian Day School., At
present five adults are being instructed for membership, one & Russian and for-
mer Baptist --- all contacted through the Sunday School and Vecation Bible School,

By the way, don't breathe a word of this to any of your laymen, much less to
your voting members! The undersigned at one of the Pastoral Conferences was
vgstared down" or "scorned with silence" (probably because he was too "Missourish")
for syggesting that the Festival offerings as practised in most congregations of
our Synod might be chenged, but here is vproof of the pudding", From 1940-1943
the pastor was grateful for the Festival offerings presented to him, which aver-
aged some $65,00, When the congregation, by request of the pastor, chenged his
esll, omitting the Festival offerings, it was found that last Easter $461,33 wes
offered; on Pentecost $162,41, and last December 25th $871,16, The teuse was
selfish - for the local building fund; but it does prove to the undersigned that
our Iutheran people will give and want to give generously to the work of the king-
dom {objectively), end not subjeectively to an individual pastor in the publie
worship, Thoughts snd expressions such ss "did you make a good heul?" will not
be placed in the people's minds, if the offerings are designated for the Church
Treasury and the pastor receives his regular salary check from the treasurer, As
further proof, the members of the congregetion remembered the pastor with his
first vacation of two weeks along with a gift of $200 to enjoy it, besides seaaon-
al gifts included in greetings to twice the smount formerly received "on the
altar™, But, don't be regimented into thinking thet the work of the Kingdom may
be advanced,

v~ W,C, Gullixeon,
(There are other congreogations were the experience mentioned in the last para-
graph was repeated; that'e why we gave the above the space we did, --Ed,)

- - - - - - -

When we leave the Bible stories in Pelestine, all is well; the congregation
can sleep safely and murmur, "Never touched me.,” It is when we move the Good
Sameriten from the Jericho Road to Main Streecf; just around the corner,or move the
Rich Fool from Judaece to our own neighborhood in Nebraska or Texas, or move Judas
into our own congregation, that the trouble begins; and that is when real preach-
ing begins, ~-- A quote in the November GIDHON ifows Bulletin (Minnesota).

-2—
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FROM THE FRESIDEINT*S OFFICE

According to the latest reports, we shall not be permitted to hold our
annual esnvention this spring, But we ocught to have complete reports from the
various standing eomittees, which can be published in a speciasl edition of our
Lutheren Sentinel, Let the chairmen and secretaries of these committess bear
this in mind, snd have their reports in betimes -« not leter then June lst,

The editors of the Missouri Syned official orgsns met with men represent-
ing eur offieisl papers in Chicage, Ill., Jen, 19th., Chief tonic for discus-
sion wes the review which had been given our book, "Grace for Grace," After
lengthy diseussion re the Lutheran Witness statement that our fears of 25 years
age had not been realized in the Norwegian Merger, Dr, Grasebner stated that this
stetement would be tsken under sdvisement again by the editors of that paper,
Dr, Graebner slso said thet he wes ready to withdrew his statement re "giving
that which is holy unto the dogs, or casting pearls before swine," when he was
told that Dr, Ylviseker had not had the ALC in mind when he wrote that statement
in his erticle "In the Interest of the Truth,” Before the close of the meeting
the President of the Norwegisn Synod asked why we could not have a factual re-
port of the Doctrinal Affirmation in the columns of the Luthersn Witness, To
which Dr, Graehbner revlied that it was sll due to a misteke, The work had been
assigned to certain studenta, and they had ‘made & boteh of it.,” This would be
corrzseted, we were assured, Another meeting of the same editors will be held
in St, Louis on March 16th,

We would urge upon all of our pastors that they make a thorough study of
the doetrinal Affirmation and to state in clear language what their objections
are to the seme, The Brief Statement has been compromised,

Within the month you will be asked to bring a free-will offering dedieated
to the erection of 2 Dr, V. Koren Memorial Chapel in Calmar, Iowa, We trust
that it will meet with the congregations' whole~-hearted approwval,

~== Norman A, Madson
FESTIVAL OFFERINGS AGAIN

There is no good reason why & pestor and congregetion should net decide
to devote the festival offerings to Missione or some other Church purpose, if
they wish, However, no pastor should feel that he is being made an object of
charity any more when he receives an offering on the three feativals of the
year than when he receives his salsry check., It is sn old Norwegisn eustom to
make the festival offerings a part of the pastorts sslary, 4nd there ars eer-
tain advantages with that custom which should be pointed out in answer to the
argument that the offerings would be larger if devoted to some purpose other
then the pastor's personasl income, When times are good and prices are high,
the offerings are likely to be larger, Bo that the pastor gets a salary ralse
automatieally, without having to ask the congregation for it, When times are



hard end priees are low, the offerings are likely to be considsrably mmaller;
thus the cangregation eutomatically reduces its expenses also without geing
through the rether difficult procedure of lowering the pastor's salary, The
eongregation is usually a pretity good judge of the pastor'g needs, and the people
will teke them into aceount when bringing their oferings, The young pastor
without a femily should not expeet large offerings, ~- the older pastor with a
large femily een expsct more, There may be local circumsetances which would make
it advisable to do away with the Norwegian custom in this respect, But there is
no resson for elaiming =ny superior virtue if those offerings are taken awasy fram
the pastor's ineome and turned into the congregational treasury, nor for believ-
ing that the offerings will then in every ease be larger, In brief, let us remem-
ber thet dhange does not always spell progress and that old established ecustoms
should not be broken without considering all the factors in the cese,

~e= G,0, Lillegard

BETHANY NOTES

With the beginning of the second semester our enrollment for 1944-45 hag
reached an all-time high of 155 ~ 46 more then laat year, our previous high,
However, five students have withdrawn, so that we have 150 students in attend-
anee; Two of these withdrew because of ill health, one boy has been drafted,
and twe boys have withdrawn becsuse their father has moved to e distant eity
where they will attend esnother Synodiecal Conference High School,

Another teacher has joined our faculty for the second semester, He is
Cendidate of Theology Alfred Fremder, a Jenuary graduate from St, Louis, Hp has
been celled permanently to head our Music Department, Prof, Fremder established
an enviable reputation as a concert pianist both in St, Louis end in other cities
where he has presented reeitals,

Our pastors are no doubt very much interested in our pre-theslogical curricu~
lum, We have slways been very conseious of the fact that it is only at Bethany
that our students receive specific training for their work in our Synod and for
that reason have stressed its history and background, "Grace for Gpace" is read
by all students in the eollpge Christisnity elass., Our pre-theologiecal students
read theologicsl literature in the advenced Norse class, This yesr becesuse of
Selective Service regulations our students must study through the summer, and we
have arranged for them an eight credit course in the "Histery end Background of
the Norwegian Synod," The course will be condueted by Prof, Moldsted,

We are also discussing the introduetion of a course ecovering the same field
as a permanent addition to our pre-theological currieculum, The course would be
conducted as a seminar for one hour a week and would be required of all proe
theologie¢al students during their last two years at Bethany, From time to time
we would like to invite onfof our pastors to econduet this seminsr,

~-== John W, Klate
* * * * * * %

Dr, Joim Brown once said to his theological students: "Yeung gentlemen,
three things are necessary to the ministry: grace, learning, snd common sense,
If you have not grace, God e¢an give it to you; if you have not learning, man
ean give it to you; but if you have not common sense, neither God nor msn een
give 1t %o you, and you will be fools forever,'---Selected. (Yet Selomen prayed
for s wise and understanding heart end God gave it to him teo, --Ed.)

- - -

The essey on Church end Synod wes sent out and its printing eost borne by
the CLERGY BULLETIN, Thuas, it does have possibilities, The smaller conferences
within eur Synod are again reminded to give the brethren the benefit of their hard
work through this medium, O%therwise we may have o dun our read:rs for artieles,

We wish ell a profitable and God-pleasing Lententide, ~- M.H,0
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FROM THE PRESIDEINT'S OFFICE

1, While we have as yet (March 12) not received the "green light" from the
ODT. at Washington on our contemplated synod meeting in June, we have reason to
believe that the convention may be held nevertheless, IFf those vastors who live
within & hundred mile radius of Mankato, and who can menage to get to the meet-
ing on their regular gas ration cards, will teke their delsgastes with them,
there will not be the prohibited "more than fifty" to be listed against our meet-
ing. We are preparing to hold the convention, The date will be announced be-
times, But let all committees have their reports in the hends of the president
the week before the convention begins,

2. We are not going to have a0 meny papers resd before the convention that
it will be impossible to have a thorough discussion of them, The spoken word
must not be underestimated ~ when they who spesk know what they are talking about.

3. There will be a meeting of the Mo-Nor. editors in St. Louis on March 16th,

4, A meeting of the Syn, Conf presidents together with two men from each
constituent synod within the Conference has been called by Pres, E, Benj,
Sehludter at Milwaukee, Wis,, for April 3 & 4, The members representing the Ner-
weglan Synod are: A,M, Harstad end C.M, Gullerud, For this Committee on Inter-
synodical Relations and its work we refer you to pege 103 of the Thirty-Eighth
Convention of the Synodieal Conference (Clevelsnd, O,, 1944)

5. Candidete of theology, Joseph Petersen, has accepted the eell extended to
him by the Pinehurst Lutheran congregation of Eau Cleire, Wis,, and will enter
upon his work shortly sfter his gradustion from the Thiensville Seminary thie month,

6, When you receive a communication from the president of ths Concordia
Seminary, St, Louis, asking whether or no you cen make use of a theological stud-
ent from our circles during a part of the.eoming summer, be courteous enough to
acknowledge its receipt, 1

N’ AO Mn

FROM BETHANY

A number of our pastors have not yet responded to our request for the nsmes
of possible prospects from their congregations. We should like to have these names
a8 3oon as possible, We have reason to believe that we may be crowded for gpace
next yeer. Naturally, if we must turn some students away, we should like %o be
certain that those who are turned awsy are not from our Synod, However, we can
give our students first choice only if we know who they are snd if their apnlica-
tions are received in time, Rooms can be reserved only for those students whose
applications we have, We should appreciate hearing from our pastors as soon as
possible so that we mey get in touch with ell the prospective students from our
Synod,

Present enrollment figures are as follows: Totsl enrollment, 1944-.45, 1563
present attendance: 151

Jo'm W, Klotz
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S. O, S,
The cost of printing Sentinel & Tidende hes been raised to $600 per year -

(815 per issue of Sent, $10 for Tid.)

ecost; let's all pick up some extra subs

We must do something to meet that exira
criptions! Let every conmgregation try to

be %4100, Some of the congregations which heve the blanket subscription could

possibly pay the full one dollar, and that would go a.long wey in taking care of
the coming deficit. Let's not go back to drasining the Synod fund teo take care o
the Sentinel & Tidende Fund, Printing 2700/month now, sbout 800 for Service men,

L B .W. Teigen

ANNOUNCEMINT: N,W. Pestoral conference meets at Bethany College, April 4 & S5th,

beginning 10:30 on Wednesdasy morning.

Be prepared to eat some mesls "eutside'!-

-=s T,N, Teigen



‘Dr. V., Koren Memorial Chanel,

This 418 an appeal to all of the ;:ongregatioz‘.e within our Noﬁegian Synod to
set ﬁaide ﬁ éértain Sunday on which they will brlrg an offering for the Bpeci;t‘ic
purpose of erscting & Dr. V., Koren Memorial Chespel in Calmar, Iowa, - ' V

Te his dying day Koren was an inVeterajhe' enemy of all shem and hypoerisy,
That is why he, in his annual message to the Iowe Distriet meeting 2t Bode, Towa,
in 1910, warned egainst the unien which was impending, but which the synodical
viee pi'eaide:;lt shamefully omitted when he read Korent's mesgsage tg that meeting.
And while thef enigaion is still being passed over in silence by those who claim
to be Koren's spirituasl successors, it has not been forgotten by those of his for-
mex parishioﬁera who have now protested against the unionistic Worwegian Merger,
and havg asked to be admitted into fellowship ﬁith our Synod, This request we
shall most gladly grant on the basis of their forthright Luthersn confession, a

confession whieh would have gladdened the heart of Koren, had he been with us to-

day, .
While the constitution of the Calmar Lutheran congregsition was violated when

it decided to ask for admission to the Norwegian Herger {for matters of doetrine
eannot be decided by mejori-i;y votes), and while those who ¢ast those votes refused
to consider a pro rata division §f the property, those who remained faithful %o
' the Séripture truths which Dr, Korén had alwaye championed nsvertheless deciﬁed
in favc;r of the truth, though they hed to suffer the loss of property, ’

They have .ahown that they are in dead earnest by the action they hﬁve taken
following the divisiqn of the congregation, A modern home for their pastor has
been secured, as well as a suitable buiiding lot for the house of worship they
hope to smee reared, At present Trinity congr_égation (its present name) is wor-
shipp:l_né in a publie hall, But we wan_t to assure the members of this congregation '
that we stend with them in their courageous defenc‘a of an unconditioned Gosgpel,
And by bringing an offering dedicafed to the erection of s Dr, V. Koren Memorial
Chapel we shall be encoursging them in a most heartening wey. o

Send your offering to the Rev, M, Gelstad, Northwood, Iowa,

Prineeton, Minn,, March 12, 1945, - Normen A, Madson,
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OUR PREACHING - WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO LAW AND GOSPEL #
By Dr., S.C. Ylviseker

1, Our great commission - privilege - opportunity.

2, If our privete visitis were es they should be: frecuent, sesrching,
congoling and admonishing, they, too, would stand side by ‘side with publie
presching, aa in the case of Christ,

3, Sinee they are not, we should 1) improve the one, 2) ley the more
streas on the publie,

4, What public preaching is, Why it is so importent: instruciion, con-
vineing and convicting, comforting, saving, exhorting, explaining, eleveting
and edifying, confessing, praising,

5. No better preacher then the pastor himsclf, becsuse he knows his sheep.

6, Each sermon s holy responsibility,

7. Each time snd oceaslon presents new opportunities esnd needs,

8., In private preaching it is possible to consider individuel needs,

9., In public the needs of the whole congregation, but as these become ap-
parent through the individuel, In so far each public presching must at the same
time be addressed as to the individual, be governed by individusl needs,

10, No preeching is effective thet is addresseved to s nation, a church, a
eongregation, a mass ~ for the mass cannot hesr, consider, repent, believe, do
the works of faith,

11, Considering the individual, then, what is his need? According to the
Commission of Christ: the Gospel - in every case, at all times, above all else,

12, The preacher must know ond reeslize the need of the Gospel from his own
case and from that of his members, This can end dare be no superficial knowl-
edge - but vitel, deep, sincere.

13, This cen be brought only through the Holy Spirit in the Law. - There-
fore the study of snd the nresching of the Law gself-evident =nd necesaary,

14, How much Law csn be determined only by study of individusl case,

15, Cen predominate only where members ere in resl desnger of hypoerisy and
rejection of Christ,

16, But when Christ Himself says, preach the Gospel, we hove o right to
suppose that thie is the supreme need end the supreme concern of our preaching,

17, Whet is Gospel preaching? Need to study thie continually, exsmine end
re-exemine ourselves end our preaching, and strive toward ever higher accomplish-
ments in this divine art,

a) By contrest, the presching of the law ie a terrible thing, for
the law terrifies, drives us swsy from God, destroys hope, kills without merey,
demands its cruel pound of flesh, leads to the brink of hell =nd thrusts us down
into its eternal despair, The law puts before men an imvosaible perfection, re-
veals the holiness and justice of God, znd robs us of every merit snd worthineass,
It reveals God in His glorious majesty, but leeves us in that dark night out from
which we see as from a deep put of misery end defeat, The lsw does not bring God

# Paper read at the Northwest Pastoral Gonference, Mankato, April 4%5th, 1945,
These sentences or theses served as a guiding line for an informsl snd more
extensive presentation.,



¢loge, but intensifies the infinite distance and eternel ebyss which separates
man from God, Read again the account of the rich man in hell snd know what the
lew effectd, To man in his fallen estate the law bré&fhes damnation 2nd a curse,
So far as fallen man is concerned the law is as the lightning sond thunder whieh
played on Mt., Sinei, wreeking vengeance, siriking terror, causing fesr, - there
is no pity there, no love as from God to men, no hope that men cen reach, no glad-
neas to cheer - the Law is in itself a bright light, but it only reveals the dark-
ness which is man's and does not rescue him from it,

b) We do not forget when we say this that there is a law spoken by
a loving God to His loving children ~ ef, even iit, Sinai: "thou wilt not kill" -
and Luther was not wrong when he explains: we should feer, love snd trust in God,
revealing the relationship of loving trust which should exist as the very basis
or foundation for e proper keeping of the law, But the situstion is still the
same: the law demands this loving trust, does not produce it: it curses and con-
demns if it is not there; and can only show the bitter fruits of disobediencs,

d) Then consider what the Gospel is end does: for the Gospel makes
glad, cheers, gives hope, saves, forgives, shows mercy, extends pity. The Gospel
binds up what is broken, hesls whet is sick, laves whet is unclesn, raises up
what is faint, brings new life where death reigns. The Gospel is the voiee of
the .Good Shepherd to bring back whet was lost; it is the power of God to erect
that temple in the heavens where the weary and heavy-leden, the hungering and
thirsting, the despised and despairing, may find rest end safe refuge, The gos-
pel brings God very near, draws us to Him, reveals Him in ever new snd startiing
beauty, loving compassion, tender grace, holding out to the most unworthy the
rieh mercy which only He kmows to give, The gospel opens wide the glory of hea-
ven, clothes the meanest sinner with the rightecusness which Christ has wrought
as a heavenly garment - unsullied, seamless, pure, bright, fit for heaven, The
gospel breathes hope as a life-giving bresth, and ceuses the water of 1life to
spring forth among men to refresh and renew to eternal life,

@) To preach the law and the gospel mesns more than to speak of
them, describe them, point to them., Then eny helf-hearted mentioning of law and
gospel would be preaching the ssme, It is not, and we say that to the great dis-
eomfiture of many, even ourselves, It meana matheeteodein - didaskein - keertt-
tein - eusggelizein, It mesns marturéin -~ psrakaléin and the rest, words and
expressions by which God deseribes and so fills the office of gospel pres—ching
full of meening and responsibility thet the preacher is tempted to ery: woe is
me, for I cennot. We do not bleme a Moses end other provheta for hesitating
when cslled to this serious work - =#nd yet, when we consider the contrast between
this end the preaching of the law, who would not grestly desire =snd long for it?
--- To preach the gospel, then, is more then talking aebout it, It is more than
en objective statement of the doetrines involved, no matter how earefully exact,
orthodox and biblicsl such statements may be. The gospel.ig that green pasture
of which the Bible speaks, It is thet banquet table of Christ, that living water
with which Christ identifies Himself - in other words, to presch the gospel is
to preach Christ,

In this preaching we are to be the mouthpiece of very God - to
eonvince, to invite, to confess, %o urge, - we are the gervants to place the
heavenly food of the Gospel before our hearers, the ambassadors gent by Christ
to bring the greatest news of all, We come as physicians to the dying, dn en
urgent errand of mercy, we come as undershepherds to save the lost, We cannot
imagine Jesus saying listlessly those life-giving words to the malgfactor, to
Zacchaeus, t0 Peter; nor can we imagine a Sermon on the Mount deli-wvered as s
dry doetrinsl discourse, There is an earnest intensitv asbout the sermon of Peter
on Pentecost, of Paul in his discourse before Festus., We may sey as much as we
please thet it is not a ment*s voice, effort, demeanor or style that lends effec-
tiveness to the preaching - but it must be said thatﬁpreacher by his person,

Lo,
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speeeh, lack of serious effort, ete.,, can lny meny a stumbling bleoek in the wry
of the preaching to reduce its effectivencss and oven render it fruitlers, Let
us emphasize this only more snd more that the preeching must be preaching indeed
in the sense of the expreassions used in Seripture itself,

18, The moot question of the right proportion between lew end gospel will
be decided by meny considerations:

a) As Tfor the pastor, if he is a gospel prescher - and thet is the
only true psstor - the preaching of the law will be as 2z foreign and a dreed work,
even as it was to Christ. He kmows it 1s necessary, but he will show in every
sermon that hia anxious concern is to reach his main goel, to preaching Christ,
te eveangelize, to comfort,

b) As for tha congregetion, the preacher has a right %o eonsider
that the greet need there, too, is the comfort rnd saving grsce of the gospel,
The law kills -~ the gospel alone ssves, A Christian eongregation, so long as it
may be looked upon as Christien, i.e, made up of Christiens, presents the pie-
ture of those who hunger snd thirst after the gospel, who are weary end heavy
leden with the burden of sin, whose ery goes up to high heaven: How long? - and
we dere not, for Christ's seke Who redeemed them, hold back from them the richosn
of God'e grace, Why invite them to church as to s banquet tsble, if we come to
asrve only speringly? It is God Who hee provided for ell the shundenece of Hias
blessing, Should we not give as freely snd richly as God has nrovided?

e) It is disturbing to note thet some presch the law ss if they
leved thet lew preaching, as if they found it easier to presch, as if they meds
it a greater coneern, Before they know it, they have so filled their sermon
with lsw thet there is berely time and spsce for e prefunctory mention of the
gospel - they must not forget to slip that in thst it mey be seid that they
preached law and gospel. This is but a first atep toward moderniem whieh has
made of Christ a forgotten man,

d) No matter how importent it may be to include in every sermon
the threat of the law ss the directive of the law - evan to the extent thst it
may be necesssry that the bulk of the sermon, counting words, lines, minutes, be
en expounding of the law - a sermon is not truly biblical which fails %o preach
Christ, The hearer should in every case, without exception, be forced to admit
end rejoice to exelaim: Today I have geen ChriSte.. »

* * * * *

"CHRISTIAN BURTIAL"

The pamphlet on "Christian Burisl" by J.A,P. is now availeble at our

Book Ce, The price is 15¢ per copy, $1.50 per dozen, & $10 per 100, One econ-
gregetion hes elready distributed 100 eonies smong its members, Order now while
the supply is ample, It mey save a lot of trouble in the congregation at sotme
future time by giving the people sn opportunity to reed this fine srticle on thia
importent subject, It will let them know that thers are times when s nagstor must
refuse to bury someone,

~-- S.E, Lee (Pub, Com.)

A REMINDER

The Secretary of Synod, the Rev, G,0, Lillegard asks "those who have not
yet sent in their statistical reporte to do so promptly,"

FROM THE PRESIDINT!'S OFFICE

There will, D,v,, be a synod meeting this year, It will begin on Sunday morn-
ing, June 3, and will continue through June 7th,

We are asking that all standing committees heve their reports {with accompany-
ing recosmnandetions) in the hends of the president not leter then May 17th, If this
i3 done, it will be possible to have these reports mimeographed and put into the
hands of eaeh pastor snd delegate before they leave for the Synod meeting at Beth-
eny, This will save us considerable time,,.,.and, ,... it ie nothing new, --N.A.M.
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THE BLCTIYE QBEDIEBFNCE OF CHRIST

(Exeerpts from e paper read before the N.W. Pestorsl Conference
by the Rev. S,A. Dorr)
I, THE DOCTRINE
* * * * *
The Active Obedience -~ A Necesgory Thing

By means of His active obedience Christ medisted between God and men,
did something to make peace between God snd men, In other words, Christ'se
active obedience was a thing necessary for our solvation, It is a fact tict
many heve held that Christ's passive obedience was all that was required for
our full justificstion, =nd in support of wmis cleim they cite those passsgss
which speak of our being redeemed by the blood of Christ, the life of Christ,
ste, But the same Seripture thset ssys that we are Justified by the tlood,
et¢., of Christ, elso says thet we are justified by Christ’s obedience to the
Law, Rom, 5, 18,19: "As by the offence of one (Adem) judgment ceme upon sll
men to eondemnation, even so by the righteocusness of one the fres gift came
upon sll men unto justification of life, For as by one'man*s disobedience
meny were mede sinners, 8o by the chedience of one shaell meny be made right-
eous,” And lest anyone should sey thet this passage refers to the Passive
Obedience, then let him read it in its context, where it becomes elesr that
the Apostle 1s speaking of those things whieh Christ did in sccord with the
Lew in contrest with those things which Adem (end, with him, sll of us) heve
not done in sccord with the ssme Law, In other words, this pesssge clearly
deals with what we call the Active Obedience end states definitely that by
that active obedience of Christ we are justified, The simole truth is that
Seripture says that we are justified both by Christ's holy life snd by His
innoeent death; 1n one place Serioture speaks of one, in another the other,
end in some places of both, For both werse necessary,

* * * * *

Objeections to the Doctrine

Some would wave the doctrine of the Active Obedience ggide by seying:
The Law demands either obedience or punishment but not both, That is, if
Christ endured the punishment for our sin, thet is enough: it wes not neces
asry for Him slso to be our Substitute in keeping the Law for which He was
punished in our stead, Doctor Pieper meets this by saying: "This objection,
which seeks to handle the matter according to reason, is not even in karmony
with humen reason. FEven according to humsn resson the besring of punishment
for the trensgression of the Law is no fulfilling of the Lew, A thief who
has borne the legel punishment for his theft does not thereby become e man
who has kept the Law , ., ., Much less is the bearing of punishment for the
tranegression of the divine Law a fulfilling of the Law before God, Who



would sey of the daemmed in hell, who bear the + - 3'mens for the transgresss
ion of the Law, thet they srs thereby fulfillir; ‘hz Tew of God, the sum of
which is: Love the Lord thy God with all thy !<-y - .n# thy neighbor as thy-
gelf?" And that is what God doesg demand, s perisut rilfilling of the Lew,’
in order to be saved; "This do, and thou shslt iive™, - By His pessive obed-
ience Christ has tsken awey the guilt of our gin; by Hie aetive obedience He
hes given us righteousnees to take the nlece of our g1ilt, s rightecusness on
account of which God cen onlv edmit us into His Kingdom,

* * * * *

Which Law?

When we say, "Christ kept the Law of God for us", we must esk: Which
Lew? Are we thinking of morsl, politiesl, or ceremonial lew? As to the
Moral Law, there cen be no srgument; of course Christ kept the Moral Lew in
our stead, es our Substitute, But whet about the Ceremonisl Lew? We in tie
deys of the New Testament are not bound by the Ceremoniesl Lsw; was it necec-
sary for Christ to kesp that for us? The esnswer: Yes, most certainly, for
this reason: Christ was put under the 0ld Covenant, which wss still in for-e
among the Isreelites in His day, If Christ had not kept the Ceremonisl Ler,
He would have been bresking the Morsl Law. The First Commandment saye: "Tho
ghalt have no other gods before me"; in other words, the First Commendment
requires that we worship God, Now ell that the Ceremonial Lew did wag to show
how God under the 0ld Covenant wished to be worshiped; so, then, the Isrsel-
ite who"did not keep the Ceremonial Lsw wes violeting the First Commendment of
the Morel Law, Thus Christ did observe the Ceremoniel Law, as the Gospels
show in many nlaces; He obaerved the Segbrath, the Passover, ete, This Christ
did for us in order that He might render e perfect obedience to God in our
place,

As to the Politiesl Lew - all thet needs to be seid is this: At the
time of Chriat's dwelling visibly among men the Jews were no longer an inde~
pendent nation; the political lrw under which they lived wess Roman lLaw, That
Lew Christ kept in obedience to the Fourth Commendment of the Morsl Law,

In general: "Christ was in all pointe tempted like ss we are, yet
without sin®, The devil 2nd the world tempted Christ to violete the will of
God just as they tempt us; but Christ perfectly fulfilled the will of God,
And thet He did for us, "By the obedience of one shsll menv be made righte
eous,"

II, THE USE OF THIS DOCTRINE

* * * * *

Usus Didascalicus

"All Seripture™ - therefore slso that which teeches the Active Obedi~
ence -~ ", . , is profitable for doctrine?, We sre as pastors to teach the
doetrine of the Active Obvedience, This we should do, in our sermons as well
as in our catechetical instruetion, Would it be ssy’ng too much to sugrest
that we often by-pses this doetrine in our sermons when we should treat it?
We ere constently seying - as in the Lenten Seeson just past = this, that
Christ becsme our Savior by suffering and dying in our stead, But do we with
as much deteil »nd versistence teaech the doctrine of the Active Obedience?
The one is just &s important as the other; one without the other is of no
velue, To be clesnsed of guilt by the blood of Christ would be of no value
unless we were presented with s righteousness that aveils before God, In our
sermons we shell not preach the whole truth unless we =lso constantly tesch
the Active Qbedience,

This we shell have ocession to 4o in one wey or another in just sgbout
every single sermon that we preach; but we sho1ld not be satisfied with thet,
Even as we devote a whole seeson, Lent, to the teaching of the Passive Obedi-
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ence, 80 we ought, now and then, to devote e sermon to just this one thing,
the active obedience of Christ, and teach the doctrine in detsil., There sre,
of course, meny texts which lend themselves weil % thig yirzoge;  we think
here of one ex~mple, the Ancient Gospel for the 6%h Syndey after Trinity,
where ' Christ ssys: "Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousnesas
of the Seribes and Pharisees, je shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven." 7You cannot preasch on thet text snd preach the truth without tesch-
ing the doctrine of the Active Obedience in considerable detail,

Let this doetrine be taught from our pulpite, in our econfirmstion
classes, Y P $, ete., so that our Christiens lemrn to KNOW about how Christ
beceme our Savior by fulfilling the Law of God for us, ror "rhig is life e
ternel, that they might kmow thee, the only true God, snd Jesus Cnrist, Whonm
Thou hast sent." And you cannot XNOW Christ sright unless you know the doe-
trine of the Active Obedience, whether wvou eell it by thet neme or snother,

* * * e *
* * *
* * * * *

Usus Pesracleticus

"Whetsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learne
ing that we through petience and comfort of the Seripture might heve h ope,"
Rom, 15, 4, Concerning this usus Dr., Fritz (page 79) says: "™hile the dog-
trine of the Word of God must form the basis of every sermen, the comforid
whieh the Word of God gives must be its ultimste purpose, " "Comfort ye, com-
fort y® my people; thus ssith your God." Not matter what the Chrigtisn pes~
tor says, no matter what his text or theme may be, his ultimate purvose must
be this: To give the comfort of the Seriptures, ZXven when he wounds with the
Lew he does so only that he mav comforit with the Gospel., Certainly, then,
this is his e2im in preaching snd teaching the Active Obedience, Here, of
course, we are at the hesrt end core of the Gospel: we ean never preach snd
preach rishtly without in one or more ways ghowing how Christ hes fulfilled
the Law for us, thus bringing the comfort of the ffospel, In this usus are
summed up the other four: we indoetrinate, we refute error, we reprove sin,
we sdmonish only thst we mey comfort, thet we may apnly the sweet snd eternal
comfort of the Goapel of Chriet, this: Ohrist hes not only taken sway my
guilt (Pessive Obedience), but {Active Obedience) He hag s2lso given me g
righteousness thet avails before God, s righteousness thet is greater then
the righteousness of men becszuse it is the righteousness of the God-man, Jesus
Christ, the rightecusness thet admits us inte the Kingdom, "For faith justi-
fies, not for this esuse end reason thet it is so good = work end so fair a
virtue, but becsuse it lsys hold of snd accepts the merit of Christ in the
promise of the Holy Gospel; for this must be epplied and eppropristed to us
by feith, if we ere to be justified thereby.™ (F.C. III, T.D., 13)

- - - - - - ap

N, Bet All stending committees sre sgsin reminded of the President's announce.
ment in the April issue of this Bulletin thet they heve their snnual reports
(for the Synod Convention) in his hends not lster then May 17th, Seid reports
are to be mimeographed on Mey 24th, There isn't much time left, and com~
mittee members may save themselves some embarrassment by seting st once,~Ed,
o] 0 0 0 o

As we reflsct upon the present state of affeirs within end without
the Church, let this be our prayer,. especielly for our fortheoming Convention:
"And now, Lord, behold their thr-atenings: snd grant unto thy servants, that
with ell boldness they may spesk thy word," (Acts 4,29)

-5-
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arrangement that a congreratlion shall tave its own pastor or
pastors (at Frkesus: fover which the Foly:Chost rath rade you
overseers', Acts 20, 17 263 Titus 1,5) 2095 T0 prove that the
local church is a divine ingtitution and that therefore membership
in a local church is not opticnal, but iz divinely commanded.

---A synod as an organization ig not a diving, But a huran insti-
tution. Wrile the Lord directs Ckristians to the local .church 7
and its pastor, thers is nothing in Scripture which enidins Christi-
ans to form what 1s called a synodical crganization.” What is a
synod? & nurber of congresgations whizh have united to do on a
larger scale and therefore more effectively, that work which every
congregation is called to do: building up Christ's kingdom by
resns of preaching the Cospel., 2 synod, in the very naturs of.
its constitution, cdoes not take the place of "the loecal chiurch nor
act .independently of the local church, but operates through the
locs1l church. The work, however, which s svnod does 18 that - . . )
which God has comranded Els Ckhurch to do, and it is in accordance
with' the will of God, that ikriasian congregations, together with 7 -
other Christian congrepations, zive evidence of their unity of.
faith and also join in doing the work of the Lord. While.a synod
ray and should state the conditions of membership in its organizat fon’
(e. g. orthodoxy) and should refuse admittance to, or disviss,
suck as do not measure up to its standards, it may not do that
which is the prerosative of every loczl church, e. g. a) the
calling of pastors and teachers for 1teself; synodical officers

a8 such are not pastors, but svecutive officials; theological-
professors as such are not rastors, out ‘theologians called to
prerare meén for the rninictry; b) bavtize and administer the Tord's
Supprer; when the Lord's Supper is adminlistered auring a session
of a synod or confersnce, it is adrinistersd in the midst of .the
contrezetion where the synod or the conference convenes, and to
the pastor of that church,. not to the president of the synogd,

the Cormunion announcerents are rede; 29 excornrvnicate; a synod
ray and should, if necessary, discirline itas rerbers and even B
disriss them from its organization, but it can neither excormunicate:
an entire congregation nor an individual; for Christ Fimself says
that the Chrlstian congrecation should do that, kath. 18, and not
any body of Christisns. The words of Christ spoken 1n that con-
‘nection: "Where two or three are gathsred to ether In My name,
there am I in the midst of them," do not wean that any two or
three Christians may anyvhere and at any time do whatever the Lorgd
conmmands Fis church to do, but rather say that, i1f done in the way
in which the Lord has spe~ifisd, it is valid. V¥evertheless,
- because every Christian is in possession cf the Office of the Keys,
any Christian or any groupr of Crristiansg ray tell an impenitent
sinner that he has e:cluded himself from the. Kingdom of God, and
such a verdict is valid be‘ore God Eimself. ~Yet, in accordance
with the ¥ord of God, a case a.ainst s sinning brother shall not

be considered to rave been disposed of until his own local congre-
gatlion shall hsve taken a tion, According to establidhed usage

in the Cburch the exzpulsion of a merber from a CHristian congre-
gation 1s called excorrunication (Bann). VUbjectives of a.sgynod ars
such as the conservstion angd prerotion of the true faith, &ph. 4,

3-6; I Cor. 1, 1C, and a unitzd “efense arainst schisy and sectari-
anism, Ror. 16, 17; the jioint extension of the k:ngdon of God;
the training of miniszters and teachers for ser -ice in the Evangelical.
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Iutheran Church; the publication and distribution of Bibles, church- .
books, school-books, religious periodicals, and other books and
literature; the endesvor fo bring about the largest possible uniform-
ity in church practice, church custors, and, in general, in con-
gregational affairs; the furtherance of Christian parish-schools

and of a thorough instruction for confirmation; the supervision

of the ministers and teschsrs of the svno? with regard to the

performance of their official duties; the protection of pastors
teachers, and congrezations in Lhe perforrance of their duties and
the meintenance of their rights. A synod, however, has no right to
interfere with the work and the rights of the locel church, e. g.
the calling of pastors and tezchers, the building of churches and
schools, the acquiring of church property, etc., but can sct only in
an advisory capacity in reference to such trings.s#----- Nor should a
Christian congreszation without good reason refusc to do the work of
the synod which. through 1ts own reprssentatives it has decided to da

#Article VII, Relsticn of ths Synod to its Members.--In its
relation teo its mervers the Synod is not an ecclevliastical govern-
rent exercising legislative or ccercive powers, and with respect
to the individual congregation's right of self-:overnment it 1is
but an advisory body. ALccordingly, no resolution of the Synod im-
rosing anything upon the individual zonsregation 1s of binding
force 1f it is not in accordance with the ¥Word of God or if it
aprears to be inexpedient as far as the condition of a congrega-
tion is concerned.--}o. 3vn. Fandbook, 1924, p. 4.

The Office of the Finistry

The office of the ministry, or the pastoral office {cfarramt)

is a divine inatitution.------ Those wro have been czlled by Christien
congregations to serve as their pastors are Christ's undershepkerds,
Christ Fimself veing the one Lord and Faster, iatth. 2%, w.-~---the

reans of grace wrre given by CGod to the Christian congresstion, which
calls certain men to administer them for the Christian congregation,
thus meking them ministrantes inter Christianos. (See Pieper, Chr.
Dogr. III, p. 52C f.} Tre Church, of course, has the right to use
51l the gifts which God has given it, and as an outflow of the
universal priesthood of believers to ask men to serve asg professors,
synodical officers, etc., and especially to cormission nissionaries .
to presch the Gospel to the hkeathen and unchurchea.

Tt ray be well to cuote here also what Dr. Fr., Piepsr says.
about the local concregations a3 Aivinely instituted, in his Chr.
Dogwatik, 111 fr. 4c4 ff.: (Tr, frow the German.) -

We must say:- 1) Since it i1s God's will and commend that the
Christizns found in s certain place should not only resd. God's
Jord for themselves, but-also enter into external fellowship
with one another, hear God'a Ford in public preachlng sand tpus
eatablish the putlic ministry in their midst and, where it 1is
established, use it; 2) Since not only the individual.Christian but
also the whole local congrezation is conranded to prractice Christian
discipline on its menbers (iatth. lc, 17; I Cor. 5, 13; II Cor.
2, 8.); 3) _since especially the celebration of the Lord's Supper
13 not merely an ecclesiesstical, but a divine institution for the
establishment of fraternal communion, (I Cor. 10, 17; 11, 17-21, 33.)
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therefors 3183 the organization of Christian loecal congrezaticns
and adherence to ther 1s not a human, but a divine arrangement.
en thls*is based our church nractice tha we 8o not accept any
resignation" from rembership in the Christian congrezation, since
nelthpy individual persons in ths congrezation nor the whole con-"
gyega?lon have the power to absclve one f-or a divine arrangement
(1nst1tution) On tre other rond » the uniting of local con”regatlon
into larger church ﬂoc etlc: (CJn ersnces, "10&3 ete.) 1smnot to i
be called a "divine" rrangirent, The udxrand- firell it to the
church' refef?*EEEbrdwng to the conts»t to the locsl church, ang
1s not to e ap-lied as a A.virs institution (order) bevond thig
{(ocutside of this). "Pell TE7T To the’ Sfnod”, ete., is a hu-an arrange-
rent, Walther says therefors gorrectly: That a church-governing
union of several COF*T“QQtlDﬂ“ into a 1cr~=r church. body, e. g. by
a Synod with power of visitation by a so called Tsupsrior church .
college™, a Consistorium, a Bishon, efe., is not by divine, but by
human vlght only, and is th evC¢ore nov abso1u+elV necs saary -
of this there can be no dcubt ince there iz nco command for it. 3
On this 1s Zased our svrod;cgl ﬂractlc thet we aceept re31cnationsa
fron merbersnlp in the Lynod, when s COQ“T°”2thﬁ Qtanu° by the 3
declaration that it under its circurstanées szhonld glve up its
synodical merbersh;p, in spite of the consultations that have been
had with it,

The %isconsin Synod p;31tlon is less known arong us and is
often risunderstood. It has been pr-sented part 1cularly by Prof.:

Aug. Pleper in a seriesz of articles in Theol, Cuart. ~cprfft.,v

1911 to 1529, whick fzw of. ud,’ préguradbly, have read. The first
v 1
article was.a discussion of "L.enschenne ervichaft in der Kirche,"--

"Furan- Tyranny in the Church”--and wapned p”rticu¢ar1v aginst "the
apuse of, powsr to which a synod and- its officisls were 1ncllned

in the ratbtsr of Yeusvending" astors or congregations from the -
Synod. or. severing fraternal relations with them. Hg argued that .
such acts cf suspension reant & oren k*ﬂg of Ialth-¢cllowsb1p because
of sins in doctrine or life and unovld be carried out only where
there was open, kuullc alfsnue, that thevt in nractice: were essential’
the same as excozrunication, involved & serious chargs ageinst
those excluded and should be cs carefully and consc1ent¢ously
carried out as,excommunicatioq prog echﬂgﬂ in a2 congregation accord~
ingly. It should be noted that the controversy bstween the alscons
Synod and- the }Lssouri Synod had its origin, then, not in eny attemp
on the part of the wisconsin Iyncd to arragate to the Synod larger
powers than the ¥issouri Syaed would accord it, but in the desire
to warn against missuse and a®use of * vowers both Synods
customarilv‘eycrcis d., What the one called Yzusvesnsion" from

a mere huran organization, the otncr callsd Mexcomrunicatlon" fram
the Chrlstlan Gknrcn. B

£ - ' "‘ Tt \- i‘"o -7 (-q...- ¢ . - - o-

"Mlssourl" ob;ected that only a local congregati -n could
excommunicate, -since it alone was a church in the Biblical sense,
"Wisconsin" apswered that a gynod. also was a c¢hurch in the true
sense of the word; and thus the lssue was joined. The controversy
remaing unsettled to thisg day, though sevaral efforts have been

"made to._ arrive at dgrcement by the familiar method of adopting
theses which leave ooth‘p rtics with the "same’ opinions still?,
Since there is no biief statement of the Tisconsin Yvnod position
corresponding to that quoted above from Dr. Frltz and Dr. ‘Pieper,
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1t may be best to present the Wisconsin Synod's position b con-

gidering the Missouri statements one by one and giving Wisconsin's
gounter-arguments.

Wisconsin agrees that the Christian congregation with its pas- v

tor is & divine institution, but cbjects to the strict limitation
of the category of divine institutions <to the locul congregation.
1t contends that any group or zssociaftion of Christians gathered
for the purpose of preaching tae Fospel and furthering the cause
of Christ's kingdom of grace 1is a church in the Biblical sense and
has all the rights eand powers sscribed to the church. It cbjects
similarly to the idea that it is only the pastor of & local congre-
sation who can be considered a3 having & divine call to serve a
divinel® instituted organization of Caristians, and contends that
the professors, missionaries «nd executive officers called by a
Svnod are ministers of the Word in the Biblical sense just as much
as those who serve local congregations. It argues thut Scripture
nowheres defines the kind of organization which Christians should
effect in order to carry out the work the Lord of the Church has
assigned to them, but leaves 1t to them to organize in whatever
wag they rfind most serviceable., It s,rees that the local congre-
zation is the primary, the most imporfant and essential type of
organizstion; but contends thzt svnods or other larger ussocia-
tions of Christians and Christian churches, organised to carry on
those branches of the Christian work which the local congregation
cannot very well csrry on all alone, also come under the heading
"Church", as the w ord is used in the Bible, and should be consid-
ered divinely instituted in so far as they carry out the divine
commission. It is not essential that such a larger group or synod
have a pastor to serve it, as the lccal pastor serves his congregas
tion, since the Lord has given Hls church many kinds of servants,
e. g. those listed in Ephes. 4, -"apostles, prophets, evangellsts,
pastors, teachers": and in I Cor. 12, also "miracles, gifts of
healings, helps, governments, divsirsities of tongues." The offil-
cers elected or called by a Synod, theological professors, mission-
aries snd other servants of the Word who have no local congregs-

" tions to serve are no less divinely c&lled and are no legs dir-
ectly serving a divinely intended part of the Christian Church
than local pastors are. C. P. Walther'!s Brosamen, p 346,

%isconsin would then supplement Lr, Fritz'!'s statement so as
to make it reed: "God has Jdirected thut the Christian Church (the
body of believers) should eéxercise its God-given rights through the
local church, or congregutlion, and whatever other or;unizations
1t finds necessary for the work cr ths Churckh.’ To thc examples
@acuced Dy Lr. PFritz, 1t woull add the account of the church coun-
cil at Jerusalem, scts 15, .as an assembly thut was of the first
importunce for the growth of the church. To the contentlion that

the word "ekklesia" means cither the church,univcfaael,.or thé... *'..v

luecal congregation, it would answer that the word. in ltself means
simply any kind of assembly; that the word- "synzd" means Just the
same; and that althoughk the first churches were in the nature of

the case local congregations, so that the word " church"” 1s in the
main used for such congregutions in the New Testament, yet the
Christian Church wes from the beginning looked upon as a unit also
outwsrdly, the several, scattered congregations being bound together
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by a common faith in mutual love. Farthermore, it 1is not only
the local churches whose pastors have becen set over them by a
divine arrangement {(Acts 20, 28), but also the church at large
which the apostlss and "prophets" wsre appointed to serve in a
way that the local pagtors could not do, Thus there are pagsages
M1e§eEE?§ context does not necessarily limit the meaning of the
word bkklesia to the local congregation. Wwaen Christ says: "Tell.
it to the church", that means %n %he first place the 10031 congre-
gation; but it means also other congregations whilch stand in R
fellowship with 'it. For 1t is recognised practice among Christians
to sccept the action of one trve Christian congregation in disciplin
ing er excommunicating one of its members as valid for all congre-
sations, unless that sction cen be shown to be WIONE.

Consequently Prof. &Lug. Piepser contradicts flatly the statement
of his brofher by birth snd in the falth, Dr. Franz Pieper, that
"the command: Tell it to the church, refers according to the
context to the local church, and is not to be applied 2s a d.vine
institution beyond this. Tsll it to the Synod, etc. is 2 human
arrangement." He argues that if an offence has been committed
before the Swvnod, or by members of the Synod vho are not under
the jurisdiction of anv local congregation, such as missionaries
and certain other servants of the Synod, then 1t is the duty of
the Svnod as such to discipline the offender, whether in the public:
agsembly or by its representutives, the s:nodiecsl officisls.

He says: "Obviously 'Tell 1t %to the church' means the local church
not the church universal; but not, however, the external institu-
tion--one cannot tell it as an-external thing anything." (Q. 8.,
192¢, p. 225) The essential thing 1s that the «dmonition of an
erring brother be cerried out, first by cne in private, then with
two or three witnesses, then by =« larger nunber, whether the
whole congregstion or not:. Cf. II Cor, 2, 6; "Sufficient to such
a man 1s this punishment, which was inflicted of many." It is

in any case only a small part of the congregution that does the
admonishing, namely the veting members, and pernaps, only & part
of them, but their action stunds us the zction of the whole congre
gation, since they represent it. So also the representutive body
we call a Synod csn digcipline its members, as surely &s it is an
"ekklesia", a gathering or meeting, in the Biblicsl sense, of
believing Christians, Lr. Fritz edmits as much when he says: . °
YBecause every Christian is in possession of the O0ffice of the Keys,
any Christian or any group of Chrisftizns may tell an impenitent
sinner that he has excluded hissgelf from the kingdom of God, and
such a verdict 1s vslid before God Himself." This in reality
contradlcts his esrlicr stuetement: "4 Syncd may ¢nd should, if
necessary, disciplline it%ts mumbers and even dismlas them from its
organizestion, but it can neither excommunicate an entire congreatio
nor an individual: for Christ Himself says that the Christian congre
gaTIoN SHEULE 46 FhiB, Matth. 18, and not any docy of Christians.”
The essential thing in excommunication is thet Christicns tell an
impenitent sinner that his sins ‘sxclude nin from the kingdom of
God and deny him their fraternal fellowship, not that they pass
motions in certaln organlses groups according to parllamentary
rules of order. . ’ -
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When Dr. Fritz, then, says:. "There is nothing ln Scripture
which enjolns Christisns to form what 1s celled & synodical orgeni-
zation™, with the emphasis on "enjoins", "forms' and "organization",
Wisconsin answers: "There is nothing in Scripture which enjolinsg
Christians to form what 1g celled & congrs.,atlonal orgnalzasion
either", Lf the emphasis is on the external forms and institutlons
such =s are found &mong us today. Congrezations, howcver, &re
formed in response to the meny zxplicit ppamcnis which Christ gives
his disciples and which the  csn CeTT” out properly only by forming
some sort: of congregution. &snd the s.me epplies to synods. &S
surel~ as "the work which 2 s nod does ls thit which God has
commended His church to do, etc." (PFritz), so surely are aynodical
organizstions to be congidarcé divincly instituted, in so fur us
they are necéessary_ to the proper functioning of thc Christian
congregationsg in all the duties l:id upon them. "&. Wwualther's
"Brosemen", p 39). Wisconsin's position i1s a protust zgainst
any form of externalism in the church, the tendency to give «ny
externsl office or orzunlzaticn divine suthorizetion apart from
the spiritual tasks which a2lone do give them any divine character.
Thus Prof. J. P. Meyer says, in connection with a uiscussion of
1l Gor. 5, 11-17: "Wnen anyone today lays 30 mach stress --1n
determining the velldity of an office--on the guestion of what
irind of gathering of Christiuns hus issued 2 call, vhether « small
or & large body, whether & single local con;,repatlon or & group of
guch locsl congrezations, waether by elsction.or by appointment,
and whatever other such guestions there muy be, he 1s in dungcr of
disregarding Pzulf{s warning not to loek at :xternals, but- to look
at the heart of the matter.” (G. S. Jan. 1942, p. 16) ag2in
the same weiter says: "when Christians, splritually joined together
by their commori faith, externszlly Gr.wn toward one wnother by the .
community of their interests in the world, sctivated by their God-
imnlznted new life, found themselves living togetner in the stme
localit+: what was more nstural than thet they formed local congre-
gations? We never hear the &z postles prescribe to newly converted
Christians thut 1t is theilr solemn duty to orpenize congregations:
congre _atlons spontaneously  sprang into being. With the birth of
two or more Christisns in the same Jocality is born the leocal
congregstion. Nor 1s its size and mods of organization in any way
fixeé by laws and ordinances, Thus we have today, besides local
congregations of svery degcription, conferences, synods, synodical
conferences, and the like, all born of the szme spirit,----lie &re
here dealing merely with the gueation of institutlon: Does Christ
prescribe any perticular forn in which His Church, which He pluces
into this world governed by the forms of spuce &nd time and causallsy,
should manifest itself? &ind our anawer on. the rasis of Scripture
evidence is: As the individual Christian is s crestion of upd andl.
as his color, nationality, socisl stunding, political affiliation,
etc., etec., have no bearing whstgcever on his Christianity as-
such: so also is the “hurch a creation of wod, called into beling
through the sime means of gruce through which a Christian 1s born,
end the outward form in which the Church menifests itself in this
world is a matter of indifference SO fur as the spiritual charucter
of the resulting church body 1s concerned.”™ (G&G. S. 1928,

p200-1)
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The most common criticism of the Wisconsin position is that
it gives the Synod too much authority and powsr. But the fact of
the matter is that Wisconsin's position is such that 1t could
hardly become guilty of excluding a psstor and his congregstion
merely for disrsgarding some of the rules &nd regulations which
the Svynod itself hed adopted when no false doctrine or immoral
conduct is charge¢ sguinst those excluded as aus happeded in other
churches. 4nd Wisconsin guards very definitely ageinst any inter-
ference with the rights of the locul conyregation, as also &g«inst
the tendancy to ascribe too much importance to the synodicul organi
zetion. Thus Prof., Meyer says in the samc wrticle quoted above:

" %e are not concerncd with the guestion of prececences I% is
evident that the local congregution i1s the primary formation while
the synod, being constituttd of local congregations, naturaslly 1is
secondsry. Nor is this a guestion of the scope of function., 4&azain
it 1s clear thet & local congregsation may engaze in «ll the activi-
ties arising out of the commission to preach the Gospel, while a
svnod has & more limited field, besing generzlly restrictea to:
prevaring servants of the Word: mission work, home or hezthen,
outside the confines of &« loczl congregation; publicstion of desir-
able litersture, books and periodicals; visitation; care for invall
servants of the Church: general eleemcsynary work; and the like.
Nor is it a question of relstive importance, The local congre-
gation, being the primary formution &nd more comprehensive in the

scope of its sctivity, is comparatively spesking more important
thzn the synod, which is a secondury formution with « rather ¥
limited field of operation.. Leust of =1l can there thbe cny question
of authority. 3Ihe svynod, -being = secondury formation, cennot ussume!
any authority éxcept such &s wes conferreu on it by the constituent?
congﬁeégtions either dirsctly or by implication." (w«. S., 1928, p.
200.
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And Prof. A. Pieper says: "The local congregation is the
supreme judge under Cod's %ord and fraternal love in-1lfs circle.

It 1s subject to no human or ecclesscastical rule in matters of

faith and life. No other church 228y, nc other local congregation
and no synod can cormand it in any rarticular. Even as it itself
has no shadow of autherity cver tus least of its members, so it is
subject to none but 1ts Lcrd alone.- %e Christians have as indi-
viduals and as a communion ons vignt in relation to one anothers:

the right of brotherly love, &23 %that is hcth right and auty,

since one individual with anothsr and onz congregation with the cher
sre members of Christ's body.” (P.5. 19¢¢, p.257) As for synodi-
cal discipline, he says: "SyntcGical discipline, together with syn-
odical suspension, dces not with us taks the place of discipline

by the local congregstizn, but is in and by 1tself merely synodical
discipline, valid only for the synodical fellowship, and needs

the ratification of the congresgetion in order to be binding on it,—-
whereby every infringement upon. the rights of the local congre-
gation is a priori excluded.” (G.3.192¢, p.248.)

Prof. A. Pieper summarized the sreas cf agreement between
Missouri and %“isconsin as follows: "Between the two sides there

is full agreement with regard to the derivation in essence of the
public preaching office frem the spiritual priesthocd of all ‘
believers: the so-called transference doctrine. Both sides insist
on theédivine institution of the puolic preaching office; but one
affirms a.special institution of the preaching office in the local
congregation and derives all synodical teaching offices from 1t

and calls them also in-so far divine; while the other maintains

tha t the special institution of the local pastoral office is not
proved, and derives it as well as all synodical or general church
offices from the general institution of the public ministry,

as it is given in Matth. £8, 18-20; Mark 16, 15-16; Luke 24, 46 f;
E?hes. 4,11 £f; I Cor. 12,x; II Cor. 3 and other passages. Iike-
wise there is full agreement wifh rcgard to the doctrine of the
church in this that the church in the proper sense of the word 1s
nothing else than the communion of saints, end that it is this
{church) and not any definite external church organization, to which
God has given the command tc preach the Gospel and therewith the
Office of the Keys." (§.5.1922, p.205.)  He .expresses the hope:
PpProceeding from this- common ground, if we-maintain mutual love,

we should be able to settle all remainiy unclesrness and differences
in the doctrine of -the nature oud the powsr of the synod, of its
relation to the local congregation, of synocdical discipline, of
‘suspension, of.exclusicn from synodical fellowship, whether and
when the latter is of the same power snd effect as tha-same acts of
the local congregation, etc.,” (p.205.)

R However, Missourl still continues in such publications as tie
new Symboligs by Engelder, Graebner and Arndt, to. emphaslze the
divine character of the local congregation and the mere human
character of the synod. . And Prof. Aug. Pleper says emphatically:
UThe ststements: that the synod is a mere human errangement as com- .
pared with the divinely instituted local congregation, and is
therefore not a church in the strict sense of the word and does

not possess. the power of the keys; that synodical discipline 1s not

-
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church discipline,. but a matter of human right; that in particular
Suspension and-exclusion from a synod on account of impenitence and
false dectrine do not have the same validity and divine character
as the same acts carried out by a local congregation,-~these

should .cease to be made among u3. They are esssntially incorrect
and have only caused harm." (4.5.1929, p.238.) It would seem,
then, that both parties are as far apart as cver on the disputed
questions. The theses thet have been adopted, and which you have
before you, do not really enter into the disputed points specifically
enough to seXtle the debate. Since those .adopted on April 16th,’
1932, contain everything essential in the theses adopted earlier,
I shall gquote only them here in English translstion: '

1) It is God's will and plan (arrangement), as we see from
Holy Scripture, that Christians who live together should assoeci-
ate with one another also externally, in order to carry out together
the dutlies of their spiritual priesthocd. :

2) It is further, as we ses from Holy Scripture, God'!s will
and plan, that such Christian local congregations should have
shepherds and teachers who on behalf of the congregation exercige
the office of the word in their midst. : oo

3) It 1s also God's will and plan, as we see from Holy Scriptur
that Christlan local congregations should express their unity in
the faith with other congregations and carry on the work of the
kingdom of God also dutside of their ovn circle together with them,
in some such way as is done among us in the free form of the syndl

4) Since every Christian possesses the Keys of the kingdom of
heaven, therefore every juagment expressed in accordance with the
%ord of God by a single Christian, or by several Christians in. any
kind of organizaticn whatsoever, is valid aliso in heaven. -However,
it is God's will and plan, as we see from Holy Scripture, that
proceedings against g sifining brother shall not be considered as
concluded until his local congregstion has acted. The discipline
‘of the local congregation and synodical discipline cannot, when
properly conducted, come into conflict with esach other, since the
local congregstion excludes (exccrmunicates) from the local congre-
gation and not from the Synod, and the Synod excludes from the Synod
and not from the local congregation. - _

Pootnote. The exclusion carried out by a local congregation
we call, in accordance with ecclssiastical linguilstiec usage, ex-
communication., (Bann,)

These theses seem to agree in all fundamental points with the
kisconsin Synod position as I have outlined it above. Yet Prof.
P.E. Kretzmann concludes his brief essay on "The Loecal Congregation
as the Representative of Ekklesia" with: “For the establishing of
larger church communions we have neither .a divine cormend nor
definite examples in the Scripture; rather, they are, with all
recognition of their relative necessity and their high worth,still
only human arrangements." This would seem to contradict theses 3.)
above; for if it is in accordance with God's will that congregations
should express their unity of faith with other congregajions;and
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work together with them in some such way as is done in omr synodical
organizations, then 1% 1g too much to say that "we have no divine
command® for establishing them. The manner or form in which God's .
will on this point is carried out may be a ®mere Human arrangement'.
put that Christian congregations should seek to work together is

as clearly demanded Dy Scripturc as tnat Christians should seek to

work together. .

The theses written by Prof. Aug. pleper on the Ministry and
the Church would be accepted by yissouri, no dBubt, except in
some of their implications. Theses 3,4 & 6 on the Ministry read:-

3) The public exercise of the ministearial office within
christendom is a community right of the Christians, and therefore,.
since god is a God of order, it is to oe committed by the respec=
tive Christian group to gualified persons by a valid and legitimate

call, :
4) The arrangement in detail and form of the congregational

office is not prescribed by God, but 13 left to the Christian 1lib-

erty of the congregations. . | ' -

' 6) The local pastoral office, in the narrow sense, does-not

differ in essence from any other ecclesiastical officé that flows,

directly or indirectly, from the preaching of the gospel, and that

is established by larger or smaller groups of ¢christians for

the ministry of the Word. - | IR L e

These theses give a synod as much right to lssue a divine
call as the local congregation, something which missouri still
disputes, except. ln s0 far as the synod or its officials have
been authorised by the cangrsgatlons to issue ¢alls. :

Thé.thesés 5,'4 énd 5 on the Church read;

3) Whether the synod possesses the power of the keys .depends
entirely on the questlon whether it is a church in the proper
senge of the word, i.e. a communion .of sainta. And this question,
in turn, 1ls decided by the other, whether a synod has the charac=
teristic marks of the true church. ’ o ,

4) The synod is a church in the proper sense of the word.

5) If the synod is & church in the proper sense of. the word,
it not only possesses the power of the keys, but is in dubty
bound to exercise it on sinning memoars and on such as err in

doctrline. -

The Missouri synod disputes the statement that a synod is &
church in the Biblical sense, but it glves the synod the same
right to exerclse discipliné that Wisconsin claims, avoiding,
however, - the term excommunication (Bann), in describing it.

1s the dlspute, them, a mere gquarrel ebout words, After as
thorough a study of the 1iterature T have foynd on the subject as
I could give to it, I believe that there 1s a real issue be tween
the two synods, though not one which should cause any breal in the
fraternal relatlons betwsen them. The practice in the two synods
is egsentially the same; the theory on which that practice 1is



12

based differs. Mlssouri puts the pastor in a local congregation in
a class by himself, separating all other church offices from it ig
only secondary, deriving their authority at second hand, from the
local pastor: Wisconsin puts 21 called servants of the Word, _
whether pastors, theological prcfessors; or missiocnaries, S50, in
the same class, deriving the authority of all of these offices _
directly from the same bource., M¥isuouri puts the local congregavicn’
in a class by itself, as a divinely instituted external organizatior)
and derives all other church srganizations from it as from their
source, Wisconsin puts 2ll church crganizations, whether local
congregation or synod, in the same class, and considers them all
divinely instituted in so far as they carry cut the divine commis-
sion Christ gave to pgis disciples, The issue between them is

- not what powers shall be given the respective offices and organi-
zations, but on what basis the powers given to them shall be ex-
plained and defended Irom Scripture, Missouri exalts the local
congregation and 1ts pastor, in theory, above all other church
offices and organizations. But does it in practice¢ Wisconsin puts
them all on the same plans, in theory. <vYet it has had more trouble
keeping its local congregutions and pastors loyal to the synod
than pMissouri has. .

"~ (In order %o make sure that the Wisconsin position was correct-
1y presented in the above, a copy of the essay up to thia poiass
was sent to Thiensville for criticism. It was approved by the
Faculty there without any change. We believe that there are
eXtremists on both sides who go farther than either Wisconsin or
Missouri do officially in their statemsnts on this gquastion, and
that much of the trouble comes from this circumstanne, rather than
from the actual differences betwsen them.}

I have given the arguments on both sides as fully as T could
without going into too great detail for a (enference paper. What
are my conclusions? oOr what shall we in the Norwegian Synod say te
these things? To begin with I thought the yissour® Synod position
the only correct one, since our Norwegian Synod was foundsd on that
basis. But the more Thave studisd the matter, the more T have
been forced to admit that the Wisconsin Synod has had the better of
‘the argument, so far as Jcripturs tsaching is concernsd. PFor there
+1s in reality nothing in Seripture which justifies the sharp -
distinction which Missouri makes betwecn ths local congregation and
- other church organizations, as regards their FivI%e institution,
and between the office of a-.local pastor and other church offices;
as 1if only the former had direct divine authorization., Assertiens
do not constitute preof. The Wisconsin position accords with
Scripture when 1t brings out that missionaries, theological oo
professors, atc., have a divine call on 2 par with that of the leca
pastor, Missourirs assertions to the contrary notwithstanding. For
Paul and Barnabas wers segat out by the congregation at Antioch,
with the laying on of hands, to preacn the Gospel as missionaries
to the Gentiles,--the Yordination” of missionories this being as
directly established by Scrapture as the ordination of loeal N TP
pastors. The early Christian Church was a unit in every way that
counts, although there was no formal organization into a synod with'
regular meetings such as we nave now. Bub neithsr can we shoe:
that thcre was any formal organization of congregations such ss we
have now. The fact remains that the apostles-and other traveling

4
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Jhristian leaders performed the same functions for the church at
large that our visitors and bishops dp today, and that Fiscipline
was exercised in doctrinal and other matters, not only by the local
congregations (Acts 5), but also by councils or assewmblies repre-
senting several congregations (acts 15.) The essential point in |
the Wisconsin position, that all matters of organization were left
to the Christians to work out according to vhet seemed nost
prectical, that we accordingly can point to no ¢irect cormand to
organize local congregations any nors then we can point to such
commands to orgenize synods, is in hatnony with Seripture. Ve
have only the general commands which, to be carrisd out, necessi-
tate some sort of organizatiom, first locally, and ordinarily also
on a larger scale.’

- &g for the particular points regarding chruch discipline
referrec to in the sudbject of this paper, the discussion in the
first part of this paper should.be enough to show that both syn-
odical. and congregational discipline coxe uncer ilatth. 18, 17.
The word "ekklesia", as used in Scgipture, had the general nean-—
ing of "agsembly", mithout the specific -connotation which the
vord "congregation" has for us today, so that the latter rneaning
should not be imported into it in paesages such as ¥atth. 18, 17,
spoken at a time when there was no local congrégatien of believers.
The corresponding word in the 0ld Testanent refers genarally %o «
the whole people of Israel rather than to any local group of.be-
1ievers. The fact that in the grzat majority of passages where °
nekklesia® is used in the New Testament tlie reference BEviousiy
is to a local congregation, does mot force us thus to limit the:..
meaning of the tern in other passages whers there is no difinite
reference to » local churén. Kot do the Bcriptures demand that
the public administration of the Office of the Keys be exercised
exclusively by the local congregation, It seldonm has been,  €ven
in the most "anti-Wisconsin® ‘circles. - ’

Zut the fact remains that our Lutheran synofls, including the
Wisconsin Synod, w-re organized by local @ongregations on the -
assumption that the congregstions wers ‘tobersign -and independent,
that they joined toge®hsr in a gynecé only for certain oractical
purposes, as statad in their conztitutions, that no congregation
was looked upon as a merely humen expedient o further the -karger
work of the church. (Cf. the gtaterent-guoted by Dr. Pieper from
.Dr. Walther avove.) This, 1 say, is histcrically the basis'on
which our synods were founded. The records show that the Wisconsin
gynod to begin with hald the sanme viawof this matter as the

" %igsouri Synod did. Thus Rev, idolf Tospel wrote in 3.5., April,

1906, an article on the question whetler guspension from 2 synod
meant the breaking of faith-feliowship-or fraternal relations,

in which he expressed thoroughly Lissourien vievws on the con-
troverted points. Usdesr the:free conditiens in.pioneer Anerics,
congregations were formed 2s sovereign units —hich only gradually
were brought together into larger groups. In¥orwegian circles
egpecially, many congragations refused Or failad to- join any
synod, for various ressoas, and those-that did join were assured
that they lost no rights cr privileges tHercby. - And. we woule have
no right to fault congragations for insisting thus on their inde-
pendence, although we would have » right to criticise them, if

e
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they falled to do their share in the larger work of ‘the church--
missions, charities, etc.. . o

This is the péint that should be stressed--not whether con-
gregations, locally organised, are the only divinely instituted
erganizations, but whether they can do the work they should do
according to Scripture without joining scme sort of synod. There
is a church in Boston, park 3t. Congregaticnal, which conducts a _
considerable foreign mission encsavor, raising ca. $20,000.00
annually for that purpose; it publisnes literature, such as the
gsermons of 1ts pastor; it conducts charitadle and Home-mission
work in various ways; and, in short, is a synod by itself,

There is only one reason why it shou@d join some synod, viz. to
express 1its unity of faith with other churches., But this it does
in the free way customary among Congregational Churches, without
Jjolning any particular body. But There are, of course, few
churches that could do their full duty in this way, since cirum-
stances make it impossible for them to grow large and wealthy
enough to do so. However, the principle holds that Scripture does
not requre congregations to join a synod, if only they do the
work that the Lord has dssigned to them. : i

None could say, then, that- it was wrong to organize synods
in the way and on the assumptions that our synods actually were
erganized. 1In accordance with the Wisconsin. position also, all
matters of organization are free, so that synods could be organizéd

powers. and rights included in, the call to the ministry, .the disci-
plining of church members, etc.. We might argue that it would be
inexpedient or unnecesssary thus to limit the powers of a synod,
but not that 1t would be wrong or contrary to Scripture, so long
as the work that Scripture requires Christians to carry on is not
hindered or hampered. We can, then; continue as we in our Synod
have done hitherto, looking upon tl Synod as a free organization
of local congregations, to which the congregations have delegated
certaln rights and duties, while retaining their full independence
and sovereignty. We can look upon the synod as a mere human
organization, denying to 1t some of the rights and powers that
Scripture gives to the M"ekklesia" on the ground that we want to
reserve them to the local congregations. But we should not

claim that this 1s the only wav that a Synod can or should be
formed, nor that it would ke going beyond Scriphure to czll a
synod a divine institution and to glve it the right t6 call pros
fessors, missionaries, etc., without employing elaborate syllogis#s
deriving that right from the locel-congregations; and to recognize
‘that its exercieg-of’fraternal discipline fulfills the directions
in Matth. 18 as directly as does that of the local congregation.

- I would say, then, that in this controversy Wisconsin has
presented the Scripture principles correctly; but that plssouri hass
presented the facts correctly with regard to the manner in which
our synods were organized historically. Wisconsin would be wrong
if it asserted that a synod could not properly be organized on the
basis our synods actually were organized. wnissourli would be wrong
if 1t asserted that only our sort of synodical organization is in
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agcordance with Scripture. Agreement could be reached, it seems . to
me, by accepting the Scripturzl principle that all matters of - '
external church organization are to be settled and arranged so as

to enable Christians to carry out thelr dutles as Christians,

"og dermed punktum." , o

It is another question whether our synods today earry out
in prectice the principles which they in thelr constitutions pro-
T6s8s, Drofe A. pleperts articles in Q.3. from 1911 on marked a
break with the statements of Rev. Toepel, before referred to, as .
well as with those of the Missouri Synod., And T would explain the
development of prof. A. pileper's thought on thias question as the
result of analyzing, on . the basis of Scripture, the practice which ..
had grown up in our Lutherans synods, Missouri as well as wisconsin,=
a practice which departs more and more from the theory on which
our’ synods wére originally founded. I refer to the strong and - - N
growing "synodical consciousness" among us, which makes us think -
of the synod or the church af large rather than the local congre- -
gation when we speak of four church™; to the tendency to refer '
difficulties and problems in the local congregations to the Synod,
as if to a.higher court; to the universal trend towsrd centralli- ..
zation of power and authority which is felt also in our demecpati-
cally orgenized synodsj and 5o: tae decline of the desire for " '
dndependense and complete self-goverament in our congregations, _
which was so strong 'in garlier years. To be donsistent, then, we
ought to revise our practice, if we want to insist on our early -
ideas with regard to synodical organization as the' only correct enes.
or else, if our teachings are ‘to keep pace with the historical de=- .
velopment ©f the practice in our congregations -and synods, we should
adopt the Wiscons'in views which afford a better "pationalization”
or Scripture basis for that practice,. and revise our constitutlons
accordingly. ' T ) oo T

‘The dangér.that we- have to facé in this connection is that
our synods will go much farther than they should according to -

Scripture principles, by making the Synod not merely a_co-ordihafé

‘body with the local congregations,- but-a governing body ‘over them.

Against such a trend, strong as it is in all synods, we also

ghould be on our guard. We may not want to make any changes in .our
constitution or rules and by-laws. But then we should be sure- =
that we earry out in practice both the letter and the spirit of
their provisions regarding the relations of congregation and

" aynod to each other, lest ws get into the ppiritually waakening rut

of professing one thing while doing ancther.

I beliévefthat the analysis T have given above Iindicates

.correctly how the views of Missouri and Wisconsin can he reconcllad,

if extremist positions and statements on both sides are avoided.,
Tt %s my fervent hope that there will be at least some -among us
who will agree with me in this; 1f we study the points at lssue
with an open mind, acccpting Scripture alone as our authority, it
should be possible to come to a full agreement on such matters

as these here discussed, ' : ' . .

Mankato, Minn., August 9th, 1944. Geos O Lilleéaf@.
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Exegetical Notes on Ekklesia.

H,A,w,néyer, (tr. by Dickson & Stewart, 1879), on Matgh. 18,17,

Te Bkklesia is not to be understood of the Jewish synagogus, which
I8 never called by this name, and any referance Tto which would be
contrary to. the meaning of Jusus; but it 1s to be taken as referring
to the community of believera on Jeswus, which is as yet, regarded
as one body with the apostled includsd (v.1l8.) Thers is here no
allusion to individual congregat.ons in different localities,
since these could come 1into exiscence only at a later period; |
neither, for this reason, can there be any allusion to pregsbyters
and bishops, or to those whom they have 1lnvested, as thelr repre=- :
sentétives, with spiritual jurisdiction. There is, further, nothing ;
to warrant the assumption of an historical prolepsis, for the '
truth is, the kahal of believers was actually existing; whille,
in the terms oI this passags, there is no direct reference to
individual congregations. .But as Jesus had already spoken
elsewhere of His Xahal (16,18), 1t was impossible for the disciples
to misunderst@nd the allusion. The warrant for regarding the
judgment of the church as final in régard Go the elengksis lies
in the moral power which belongs to the unity of The Holy spirit,
and conseguently, to true understanding, faith, earnest effort,
prayer, etc., the existence of all which in thechurch 1s pre=- -
gupposed., It 1s not inconsistent with this passags to suppose that,
. Under the more developed circumstances of a later period, when ’
local congregaticns sprung-up as’ offshoots from the kahal, there
may have bsen some repressntative body, composed of Tndividuals
chosen for the purpose of maincaning discipline, but the choice
would necessarily be foundsd on such conditions and qualifications
as were in keeping, so far as it was possible for man to- judge,
with the original principle of entrusfting such gatters only to
those who were actual believers and nad besn truly regenerated.”

Riddervold, 1887, (Tr. from the Norwegian by 8,0.L,); "I he does’
not hear them, the congregation, i.e. the assembly of the Christian
brethgen, shall know it, in order that the one who has sinned
may be brought under the influence of the whole congregationts '
disciplinary power,--The power to loose and to bind, which in 16,19
was given to peter and in him to all the apostles, 1s here given
to the whole congregation,, the church in general. Keill says: -
tThis congregation of Christis conicssors 1s chought of as a unity
but in such a way that the prescribsd procedure should be carried
out by the local congregations, when these were formed 1in the -
different cities and districts by the further spread of Christis”
. anityt.n : .

smithts Bible Dictionary, ed. by Hacket, 4 vol.s, 1896, under

Church: "At this time (Pentecost) the church was not only morall
but actually one congrsgation. Soom, hcowever, its numbers grew
so considerably that it was a physical impossibiilty that all its
members should come together in one spot. It became therefore an
aggregate of congregations. But its essentlal unity was not :
aITected 0y ©he accidental nocessity of meeting in separate rooms
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for public worship; the bond of cohesion was stlll the same."

various other suthorities also call attention to the fact that
"the church" at Jerusalem, (orinth, Rome, ctc. was made up of

several groups, or congregations. ¢f. I Cor. 1,2; II Cor, 1,];
col.4,15; Rom,.16,1 etc..

CORRECTION:
The first sentence of the last paragraph on p. 13 should read:

"But the fact remains +that our Lutheran synods, ingluding
the Wisconsin Synod, were organized by local congregatlons on
the assumption that the congregations were soverelgn and inde-
pendent, that they joined tegether in a synod only for certaln
practlical purposes, as stated in their constitutlons, that no
congregation was fo be faulted if it did not joln the synod,

and that +he gynod was loocked upon as a medsly human expedient
to further the larger work of the church.”

(Kindly note that the underllned sentence was omitted in
the body of the ¥paper.)
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ADDENDA T0 ®CHURCH AND SYNODg®

4 number of comments on, and criticisms of, my Conference Essay on
#Church and Synod" have been received this year, which I have not been abie
to answer in full in letters to the individuals concerned, I wish now %o
discuss them all at one time and shall try to have copies sent to those irn-
terested,

First let me say, in general, that I begen my gtudy of the Missouri-
Wisconsin controversy in question with a e¢onsiderable prejudice againat the
Wisconain position, having the impression from what I had heard about it that
the Wisconsin Synod's arguments pointed toward hierarchism and papisn in the
Church, I-studied Prof, A. Pieper's writings with the aim of finding thae
Tlaws in hig argument and pointing them out. However, I found that I had mis-
understood the whole matter and that the flaws were, if anything, to be found
on the Missouri side of the argument. I sought to clarify the matter in my
Conference paper and to show how the opposing parties could be reconciled
without yielding anything essential in their respective positions, if they
would confine themselves to what the Scriptures and the Confessiong clearly
taught, Thus I cannot agree with those who find that either Migsouri or
Wisconsin have erred in doctrine, but believe that the differences can readi-
1¥ be settled if there is a modicum of good will on both sides,

I shall teke up various points that have been mentionsd without try-
ing to arrange them all in logical order:

Missouri says that a Christien is in duty bound to join -a congrega-
tion and cannot refuse to do so without sin; but a congregation is not in
duty bound to join a Synod; while Wisconsin would affirm the duty of a con-
gregation also to join a synod and deplore the emphasis on a synod ag Wa
mere human institution" which congregations accordingly can ignore or not as
they may wish,

. But the fact is that in both cases everything will depend on the cir-
cumstances, I have met Christians who lived most of their life in China in
communities where there were no Christian congregations which they could join.
If they maintained membership in. some congregation in their homeland, such
membership weg meaningless so far as any use of the Means of Grace was con-
cernsds The men in question had to rely on their occasional meetings with o-
ther Christiang for whatever spiritual fellowship they enjoyed, It is thus
quite possible for an individual Christian to remain a Christian without be-
longing formally to a certain local congregation, Ordinarily, however, Chris-
tisans will and should belong to a congregation some place, whether near at
hand or at a considerable distance, S0, too, a Christian congregation may
be a truly Christien congregation though.it stands alone, without any church
connections with other congregations. But ordinarily it will, and should,
belong to whatever synodical or church organization confesses the same faith
it holdss For a local congregation to refuse to Join hands with other, con-
gregations that confess the true faith would he a gin against the plain ad-
monitions of God's Word, It might not be necessary to bslong formally to an
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external organization; but every true Christian congregation should sunport
the missions, the schools snd charities conducted by other orthodox congre-
gations as far as its circumstances permit, and should manifest its doctri-
nal unity with them in some way, if only by fraternal greetings., The mannep
in whieh a 8ynod is organized, all the externals of its organization, =---
this is ™a mere human institution®, But the united econfession of the same
faith, the work of missions, ate., is as definitely divinely ordained in the
case of a synod es in the case of a local congregstion. And the manner in
which a congregation is organized, all the externals of its organization, -~
this also is a™mere human ingtitution™, and cen vary widely without offonce
agalnst the Word of God. There is no unity smong orthodox Lutherans with vo-
gard to these externals in elther congregations or synods, But the essent’asl
work of the Church muat be made the recponsibility of all Christians and all
congregations, whether they baelong to ceritain externsl organizations or not,
Thus we find that as a matter of practics those congregations which have not
Tormally joined a synod are expected to take part in the work of the synod .
they or their pastor favor, just as much as regular members do., Any refusal
on their part to do so would be a plain neglect of their COhrietian dutye

+ Some make much of the fact that a congregation can be shown to be g
divinely intended organization, while other "mers occasional or fortuitous
assemblies of Christians in any place"” oamnot, From this circumstance, P.E.X,
€8s, COncludes that ®the local congregation shall be the poegsessors of the
Power of the Keys®™ and that %only it can end should establish the ninigtry.®
Then ge makes the further deduction that the work of ®earrying out the Misgs-
lon Commend outside of the congregation™ must be distinguished, as resting
on the authority of the Universal Priesthood, from "the functions which the.
Christlan congregetion carriez on through the call extended by it to the
servant of the W,rd chosen by it." When such sietements refer to symods asg
contrasted with Iscal congrsgations, they rest on some very faulty deductions,
For a synod i8 not a "mere occasional assembly of Christians®, but is a meet-
ing of meny congregetichs which come together, whether in their total member-
ship or by properly elected repreadéntatives, in order to carry'on the work
thet rests upon all the congregations., The congregation . 18 aeti-ng juit as -
definitely through a synod as it is through its own local congregation meet-
ings, Under our representative gystem, the synod acts for the congregations
in matters specifically authorized by the congregetions, When the 8ynod calls
profecsors, missionaries and other workers found neceeccgary for its various
taske it is the congregations which, in the last enalysis, do the calling,
To argue, as.some do, that those called by a synod are not posasessors of a
divine call in the same sense as those called by a congregation to work in a
congregation. {local) is to mics the estential point that all are called eque
ally by a congregation or several congregations, though the tasks assigned
to each may differ greatly.
] It ie cortainly. a mistake to.put:missionaries sent out to heathen
lands or new fields in a different category from those called to a settled,
organized oongregation, Some speak of "commissioning® such workers instoad of
%ordaining™ them, as if ordination was a rite that belonged only to- the pas-
torate of ‘a loeal congregation, One correspondent admits that the congrega-
tion at Antioch sent out Psul and Bsrnsbas on their firet missionary journey
and "ordained® them for that work, but questions the =tatement that this egte
ablishes 'a pretedent for us. But.this is not the only cese in point, The
congregation at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to antioch, (4ets 11,22) to carry on
the mission work there., The congregation at Antioeh sent Paul end Silas out
on their second missionary journey (Acte 15,40), The congregation at Ephesus
gent Apollos out to preach the Word. (Acts 18,27) In Rom. 10,15, Paul asks:
"and how shall they preach, except they be gent?" The implicetion is that the
work of preaching the Gospel to every cresture is not one that rests merely
on each individuel in accordsnce with his rights end duties as a cpiritual
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priest, but one that rests on the congregations who are to ‘send out and 81 P
port qualified workers in distant fields as well as the home congregations,
It is, if any thing, more essential to heve really qualified men go out as
missionaries than into the local congregational work, And the call by a
congregation or group of congregations is demanded by Scripture and the Con-
fessions just as much in the case of misgsionaries as in that of pastors, It
is, I believe, something new in the Church to maintain as Fritz does, tha%

a man who is sent by the Church at large, directly or through its officisl
boards, as a missionary to home or foreign fields, is, according to our usgs
of terms, commissioned, not ordained, There is no Bibliesl or historicrl
bagls for this distinction between‘“bommissioning" and "ordeining®, In nrsce
tice it becomes a "distinection without & difference®, an unworthy quibbling
about terms, It seems to rest on & misinterpretation of the Confassions where
they speak about the rights and euthority of the congregations "to call, e-
lect and ordain ministers." Dean Fritz and others condlude from the fact
that the local congregation has the authority to call ministers that it is
only when a man is called to a local congregation that he should be ordained,
But the Confessions say nothing of the sort; They say that it is the ecall
by a congregation which is the essential thing. Fritz says: "In accordance
with our Confessions our Lutheran Church holds that ordination: 1s merely a
cugtom of the Church end that its purpose is the public ratification of the
call to a Christian congregation.® Change the Mto" to "by®, an_d the
statement is correct, I suopose it never entered the ninds of the writers

of the Confessions that it was only the call 0 a single congregation which
constituted a divine eall on the basis of which a man might be ordained, Cer-
tainly the practice in their days was somathing quite different, the Church
then as now ordaining men to various offices in the Church quite distinet
from the local pastorate, ~- teachers, professors of theology, missionaries,
etc, Neither has there ever been any question in the Norwegian church cir-
cles but that missionaries should be ordained as well as loecal pastors, They
too were given their calls by the congregations, acting through the Synod or
Missionary Socities, and wsre ordained on that call, The Seriptural proof
for the correctness of this practice is to be found in those passeges on which
*he divine institution of the ministerial office is based, such as Matth,28,
19-20; I Cor,.12,28{ Eph.4,11; Rom.10,15; Matth.9,38; ete., -- 8ll of which
speak in the first instance of missionaries and missionarywork, which logi-
cally must come first before there cen be any local congregations for pastors
to serve; cf., Acts 20,28, It is true that every Christian, as a apiritual
priest, has the duty %o carry on miseion work among friends and acquaintances;
and he may, on oceasion, arrange to go out to foreign lands to bring the Gose-
pel to the heathen on his om reosponsibility, But if he expects the Church to
support him in his work, the Church should exercise the same control over his
efforts as it doea over those who work in the local congregationg -- Seeing
to that he is properly trained for the work snd then calling and ordaining
him to' the work in the public manner his important work demands,

One correspondent puts synods and synodical officials in the same cat-
egory as Walther Leagues, Ladies' Aids, ete., end their officers, Hg forgets
the escential point with regard to synods, that they represent, or are, the
congregations taken collectively, This cannot be said of such grodﬁg-és the
societies formed within a local ehurch which represent nobody but themselves
and should never be. allowed to lose their esssntial character of "aids" to
the work of the loeal churches, They become a public nuisance when they seek
to become "mational® or "international® organizationsg which are responsible
to nobody and represent nobdody,

As for the status of the ®suxiliary officers® in the Church: It is
true that the pastor of a church has all the functions of the ministry of the
Word resting upon him in most eases, Yet the congregation has the right and
authority, as we see from the history of the first congregation in Jerusalem,
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to divide the work among different men, assigning certain kinds of work to
one man, other kinds to another man. Thus there soon wers "elders” and "Dea-
cons® in the church there as well as apostles™, -~ a word which meens the
same as"™missionariee™ or Mmeccengers® and is so used in 2 Cor, 8,32 end Phil,
2485, But it is a mistake, resting appsrently upon a confusion of thought,
to say that the various auxiliary offices are "derived from” the loeal pas-
toral office and hence are subordinates to it. They are derived from the
congregation, resting upon the authority given to it to call such workers as
1t needs for carrying out its God-given duties, The local pagtor often fills
all the offices in the church from that of preacher to Janitor; but that does
not prove that the office of janitory is to be Mderived from" the office of
pastor; nor does the office of a teacher have to be derived from the office
of the pagtor; the congregation cen establish that officec as a geparate oi-
fice from that of the preacher or that of the deaeon, etc., All thess offi-
ces are the gift of God to the Chureh, I Cor,12,28; Eph.4,1l, I cen ses no
basis in Scripture for the Missourisn contention that the auxiliary officora,
such as theological professor, synodical collegs profeceors, etc,, have "
divine call" only in “the secondary sense," They, too, serve the congrege-
tiong in a most important part of the Christian work, and are called by tham
in the seme way in sll essentisls as the local pastors. They are responsible
to the congregations also for the menner in which they Fulfill their duties,
Tn this connection, let us not forget that our college teachers src called

to educate our young people, mot only teaching them certain subjecta in clasas,
but also training them morally and exercising supervision over their deily
lifes These young people while at college remain members of their home chur-
ches and are to be considered only as guests or visitors at the churches they
attend in their college town. Thus the pastor thers has no direct responsi-
bility for them; it is the college smuthorities whom the parents and home cone
gregation would hold responsibile for the care of their young people, not the
pastor or pastors near the college, It is these, then, who act not only "in
loco parentis®, but alzo in the place of the pactor of the home congregation
or of that congregation itself while the young people are at college, It i3
true, the student body does not constitute & Christisn congregation; but

this does not change the fact that 1t is the college teachers and officers
whom the congregations (Synod) have called and directed to care for their
young while st schoole

As for Church Diseipline -~ not much more needs to be said than is
already contained in my original essay, Let me emphasize the fact that there
is no difference between Missouri and Wisconsin as to the actual practice,
since both exercise "synodical" as well as "congregational® discipline, It
becomes necessary for the synod to act when it is its officers and servants
who are concerned, gince these servants are gubject to the supervision of all
the congregations, not merely one, Miesioneriss in foreign fields may keep
membership in a home congregation, but this becomec mesningless go far as
discipline is concernod, since the congregation at home knows nothing about
the conduct of its abgsent member, It must be the Missionary Conferencs or
the Synodical authorities, acting on behalf of all the congregations, who
will carry out the necessary discipline. Any ratification of their disci-
pline by the home congregation would be only a formality. Although a Synod
has ita meetinga only for a few days annually or even less often, this docs
not prevent it from exercising discipline in cases which extend “over a long
period of time.® For the Sgnod acts continuously tihrough its officers and
boards end committees, even as s congregation also must do,

It should not be forgotten either that even cases of Church Diecipline
in & local congregation do c¢oncern all congregations that belong tc the sams
fellowship, For execommunication from ome true Christian congregaticn on valid
grounds carries with it excommunication from all congregations, Ths loeal
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congregation becomes in this sense merely the agent for carrying out a Chrie-
tian duty which rests upon all congregations. Matth,18,17 must, therefore,
not be understood as referring only to the local congregation. ®Tell it to
the Church® means "tell it to the whole body of Christiang® eventually, as
any excommunicated person should soon find out if he tried to join some other
congregation, One correspondent askst "Why did Jesue refer the final judgment
in matters of diseipline to the local congregation and not likewise to synods
qQr other organizations?® The answer is that Jesus nowhers distinguished bel .
tween the local congregation and the Church at large in this way, there beiiig
no local congregations at the time He spoke, any more than there were ors:mized
synods, The essential thing is for Christians to see to it that they do ‘xur-
cise fraternal Christian discioline not only in the local congregations, tut
also in their synmodical unions of congregations, and not only over those who
are members of local congregations, but also those whose work or activities
put them entirely beyond the reach of any single congregation and its pastor.
I could easily point to cases in our fellowship where I believe church digci-
pline is needed, but where it would be entirely useless to expect a local cone
gregation to eot; white it is the plain duty of synodieal officials to act,=-
a duty which they neglect, perhaps under the mistoken plea that discipline
must be carried out by the congregation and it alone, It is thus that great
men in the Church™ are allowed to bring ruin and corruption 0 the Chureh un-
checkad,

Let me add, in closing, that there are many Missourians who agree
with Wisconsin in these matters, even as there are Wisconsin men who agree
with Mjssouri. Dre J.F. Boerger, whom. we know as g thorough an @ sound
theclogian of the old school, has written me, "I can't tell you h_ow glad I
am to see -- how clearly and completely you have grasped the salient point in
the Wis.-Mo, controversy on the publiec ministry or office of the ministry,
and how whole~heartedly I can agreewith you, I hope and pray that the Lord
mey help you to convinee your and my brethren in your Synod of the soundness
of the Wis, position. It's Luther's and the Confessions? position tool"

There are many points, of course, which could be aelaborated upon with
profits But this will have to be enough for the momce, I trust that we can
Tind time at our forthcoming Pastoral Conference to study these qusstions
thoroughly "sine ira et studio", »

Cambridge, Maas, Fraternally,
June 20th, 1945 GeosOs Lillegard

ADDINDUM to the Above WADDENDA™

The ‘question: ®Do you know of any office in the Chureh, the functions
of which are not yet ineluded in the ministerial office originally instituted
by Clrist?® reminds me of A, Pieperts statement to the effect that both Wis,
and Mo, base their contentions on Walther, including his thesis: "™the ninistry
is the highest offi¢e in the Church from which, as its stem, all other offices
of the Church issue,® The difference between Wis, and Mo, is rooted in a
different understanding of the words used by Walther, particularly the word

inistry"s 8yme identify that term with Mpagtor of a local congregation",
8o far as I can see Walther gives it a wider meaning, since he squates it
with the office of the apoastles who combined the work of missia naries, pase
tors, theoiogical profecsors end synodicel officials {to begin wi-th even
that of deacons) all in one, A nissionary on the foreign field today has to
attend to all these branches of the work also, being both missionary, pastor,
professor for the native helpers, ettes MFor with the apostolate the Lord
hag established in the Church only one office, which embraces all offices of
the Churech #:4 by which the congregation of God is to be provided for in ev-
ery respeet,-- Therefore every other public office in the Church is mersly a
part of the office of the ministry, or an auxiliary office, - (Walther and
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the Church, p.79) Most nastors of loecal congregations are missionaries as
well as pastors, perhaps slso teachers and deacons, But just for that reason
I object to thic business of putting missionariees, profecssors, ete,, in en-
other class than pastors of local congregations, The point is that as soon
as you being dividing up the work that belongs originally to one office, mak-
ing one person a missionary, another & local pastor, snother a theological
professor, etc., all of these derive their authority equally from the one
*ministeriasl office®, -~ not the missionary from the local pastor or vice
versa, And so far as their call is concerned, all must be celled in the same
way by the congregetions, so that their office rests in a similar menner and
to an equal degres upon the rights and powers God has given to the Chrisiian
congregation,

It seems to me, then, thet Missouri errs in putting such extreme cm-
phasis upon the local pastorate as over againat misslonariee, profeesors, ete,,
The only servants of the Cpurch who should be exalted ss having the "highest
office™ in the C,urch are those missionaries and pastors who do cambine all
the funotions of the divine ministry in one after the model of the original
apostles, There can be no velid reason for putting a loeal psastor who does
no missionary work nor theoclogical teaching nor charity work above the man
who does only missionary work, or only theological school work, et _Ces ALl
of these are fulfilling only a part of the "one ministerisl office", and the
missionary or the theological professor may, in a given case, be doing . a
more important work than the local pastor whose field is limited to pastoral
care alone, hE

To my mind, it would be correct to apeak of "branching off® the vari-
ous offices in the Church from the original apostolate == always ingisting,
however, that it is the congregation that must do the Woranching off", not
the minister -~ but it is confusing to epeak of branching off those offices
from that of the local pastor. In practice, it is the Church, or the con-
gragation, which establish these various offices, in accordance with the ex-
amnles get in Scripturc itself, Walther wanted to guard against setting up
any hierarchy in the Church to rule over the loesl pastors, for which reason
he showed that there is no higher office in the Church than that of the pub~
lie ministry, BOt he also wanted to guard against making the pastor a pope
in hia own congregation, for which reason he showed that all spiritual rights
and duties are given to the individual Christieme and congregations, whom
the pastors and other officers are to serve,

== Go0s Lillegard,

(Perhaps it would be well %o re-resd "Church and Synod® and study this
"Addendum® before the coming Pastoral Conference - to be held July 3l-Aug,3.)

ADVERTISIMENT

Without anybody's atnthorization we are taking the liberty to call ate
tention to a pamphlet which at least our pastors should want o have and study.
Title: WHAT ABOUT THE STATUS OF A LUTHERAN WHO HAS SIGNED THE ROMAN CA_THOLIC
MARRIAGE VOW? published by the Yellow Bank Conference of the Minn- Iistriet,
Mo, Synod, -- The same includes a brief history on the Romem deve oz ent of
ite Marriage Laws, "Contract for Mixed Marriages in the Roman Cath-0lic Churchee
Ante-Nuptial dgreement {to be signed by both partied"; in eddition an “Aute-
nuptiel Agreement to be signed by the Catholic party only™ what the status
of a Lutheran is who signs thet, and how he shall repudiate the same,

Price: 2, whether 1 copy or a 100, Order from the Reve R.P, Albractt,
White Rock, South Dakotas (Perhaps we can have some oopies along when %he
Conference meeta), .

=~ With this your editor considers his work Tor the year finighed,--
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